
This special edition of the DVI News-

letter is published in view of the suc-

cessful DVI Conference, which was 

held in Lyon, France from 20 to 22 May 

2025. The DVI Working Group and Sub

-working Groups held additional 

meetings before and during the Con-

ference. In this special edition, you will 

find information about the Conference 

and the topics covered. You will also 

find a brief summary of the discussions 

that took place in the four Sub-

Working Group meetings. If you have 

any further questions or require more 

information, please don not hesitate 

to get in touch with us using the con-

tact details provided at the end of the 

Newsletter. Each year, a custom ban-

ner is designed for the DVI Conference. 

The 34th edition displays a photograph 

of an airplane crash that occurred in 

Brazil. The Brazilian DVI team gave a 

presentation on this incident during 

the Conference.  

 

 

DVI CONFERENCE AND (SUB)WORKING GROUP MEETING(S) MAY 2025 

SPECIAL EDITION 

GENERAL INFORMATION       

OPENING CEREMONY 

The opening ceremony was led by Mr 
William Hippert, Director of Operation-
al Support and Analysis pro tempore. 
at INTERPOL. He highlighted the sig-
nificance of the work being done and 
the vital importance of collaboration 
among DVI teams worldwide. This co-
operation, which dates back to 1980, 

was particularly evident during the 
2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.  

Additionally, Mr Hippert acknowl-
edged the crucial role of the four sci-
entific DVI Sub-Working groups, em-
phasizing their invaluable contribu-
tions to the identification process.  

 

The Conference boasted a compre-

hensive agenda, comprising 37 engag-

ing topics that spanned two-and-a-

half days, making for a highly informa-

tive event. In addition to updates from 

the DVI Unit, the four Sub-Working 

groups, and the Chairperson, the Con-

ference featured 14 in-depth case 

studies that provided valuable insights 

and lessons for future application. 

Furthermore, various DVI teams 

shared their experiences and organi-

zational structures, offering a unique 

perspective on how DVI is implement-

ed in their respective countries. The 

event also included technical presen-

tations and demonstrations of innova-

tive developments, ranging from facial 

recognition technology to the applica-

tion of artificial intelligence (AI) in DVI, 

highlighting the  latest advancements 

in the field. 

AGENDA AND MAIN TOPICS 

NUMBERS 
The Conference achieved remarkable 
success in terms of both registration 
and final attendance. The diverse geo-
graphical representation of partici-
pants from around the globe contrib-
uted to a sizable and cosmopolitan 
gathering, fostering a unique and en-
riching experience for all attendees. 
Here are some numbers: 
 

Duration:                        2,5 days 
Location:                        INTERPOL, Lyon 
Participants:                                220 
Countries:                        68 
Presenters:                      42 
Working Group members:   18 
Sub-Working Groups:                     4 
Sub-Working Group members:  55+ 
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ADDITIONAL MEETINGS - INTERPOL DVI WORKING GROUP 

ADDITIONAL MEETINGS SUB WORKING GROUPS 

SUMMARY 

Before and after the Conference, the 

DVI Working Group came together for 

the forty-ninth time. Experienced DVI 

commanders from 18 countries dis-

cussed various topics. They shared their 

experiences from the previous six 

months and the lessons learned. The 

INTERPOL DVI Unit, the four Sub-

Working Groups, and the two regional 

DVI networks also provided updates. 

There were in-depth discussions about 

the use of facial images; the relationship 

between DVI and CBRNe and how to 

handle incinerated and fragile remains. 

The Israeli DVI team provided an over-

view of its capabilities, laying the 

groundwork for the country’s forthcom-

ing formal application to join the DVI 

Working Group. 

During this Conference, the four Sub-
Working groups met twice. Experts in 
the fields of forensic odontology, pathol-
ogy/anthropology, genetics, and friction 
ridge & facial comparison met in sepa-
rate sessions. The first meetings were 
held on Monday morning, and the Sub-
Working groups met again during the 
breakout sessions of the conference. All 
Sub-Working Group meetings were well-

attended, and a large number of new 
members participated for the first time. 
The meetings resulted in proposals 
aimed at enhancing existing processes 
and introducing new techniques. These 
proposals are currently being reviewed 
by the Working Group members and will 
be shared more broadly in the future.  

 

INTERPOL is thrilled to have hosted an 
extremely successful DVI Conference! As 
in 2024, we reached maximum capacity 
at the venue in Lyon, making it one of 
the most highly attended conferences 
within the INTERPOL General Secretari-
at. The presentations were of exception-
ally high quality, facilitating a valuable 

exchange of experiences and expertise 
between participants. By incorporating 
feedback from the 2024 edition, we 
were able to refine and improve the 
organization of the current edition. To 
build on this success, we have solicited 
feedback from participants once again, 
with the aim of making the 2026 edition 

even more outstanding. Interpol would 
like to express its sincere appreciation 
to all attendees, presenters, experts, 
and the DVI Executive Committee for 
their participation, contributions, and 
input. We look forward to welcoming 
you back to our 2026 DVI Conference!  

Chairing of the DVI Working Group and its 
Sub-Working Groups follows a rotational 
scheme. Every two years, the Deputy 
chair takes over as Chair, and new Deputy 
Chairs are elected at the same time. To 
ensure continuity, the rotation is stag-
gered: the Working Group Chair changes 
in one year, and the Sub-Working Group 
Chairs change in the alternating year. The 
new Sub-Working group executive team 
for the next two years will be: 

SWG pathology and anthropology 
Peter ELLIS     (Chair)                       
Simon Stables  (Deputy Chair)                       
SWG forensic genetics 
Bo Thisted Simonsen    (Chair)                       
Jukka Palo   (deputy Chair)                       
SWG forensic odontology 
Ajang MONFARED   (Chair)                       
Ricardo ALVES DA SILVA (Deputy Chair)                       
SWG friction ridge/facial comparison 
Bryan JOHNSON  (Chair)                       
John RIEMEN   (Deputy Chair)                        

ELECTION NEW DEPUTY CHAIRS SUB WORKING GROUPS 

2 



                 DVI NEWSLETTER 

                                      D I S A S T E R     V I C T I M    I D E N T I F I C A T I O N 

                        

For information, contributions  and to subscribe to the distribution list: DVIunit@interpol.int 

COMMUNICATION 

A glimpse of the many posts on 
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