
CONFERENCE BANNER 
Every year, a unique banner is created for the DVI Conference. This year, a photograph of the 

Tsunami wall of remembrance in Thailand had a prominent position. The reason 

for this choice is the approaching 20th anniversary of a catastrophic event: the  

Indian Ocean tsunami, which took place on December 26th 2004 and resulted in 

over 230,000 fatalities. The Identification Mission was carried out by a large 

number of countries and marked the beginning of the DVI community as we 

know it today.  

NUMBERS 
The registration and final attendance at the conference was an overwhelming success. The origin of the participants 
provided a good distribution from all over the world, resulting in not only a large group but also a diverse group of 
attendees. Here are some numbers: 

SPECIAL EDITION 
This special edition newsletter is published in view of the successful DVI conference, which 
was held from May 14th to 16th in Lyon, France. There were also meetings of the sub-working 
groups before, during, and after the conference. In this newsletter, you will find information 
about the conference and a brief summary of what was discussed. 
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SPECIAL EDITION 

Duration:                        2,5 day 
Location:                        INTERPOL, Lyon 
Participants:                  224 
Countries:                      63 
Presenters:                    33 
Working group members:  18 
Sub working groups:            4 

OPENING CEREMONY  
The opening ceremony was conducted by Mr. Kavanagh, INTERPOL Executive Director of Po-

lice Services. He emphasized the importance of the work and good cooperation between DVI 

teams around the world. The ceremony concluded 

with a group photograph featuring 

over 220 participants. 
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NEW CHAIRPERSON DVI WORKING GROUP 
 At the end of the conference, the chairpersonship of the DVI working group was handed over. For 

the past two years, Isabel Riege (DVI-GER) has been the chairperson and she has now 
passed the baton to Alexandre DEITOS (DVI-BRA). Together with his newly elected 
deputy, Jon MARSDEN (DVI-UK), they will lead the working group and oversee the con-
ference in the coming two years. 

SUB WORKING GROUPS                                                                                                           

During this conference, the four sub-working groups met twice. Experts in the fields 
of Forensic Odontology, Pathology/Anthropology, Genetics, and Friction Ridge & Faci-
al Comparison met in separate sessions. The first meeting was held on Monday morn-

ing, and the sub-working groups met again during the breakout 
sessions of the conference. All sub-working groups were well-
attended, and a large number of new members participated for the 
first time. 

DVI WORKING GROUP                                                                                                           

During the conference, the DVI working group came together for the 47th time. Experi-
enced DVI commanders from 18 countries discussed various topics. They shared their ex-
periences from the past 6 months and the lessons learned. Additionally, the new Terms of 
Reference (ToR) were formally established, and the three regional DVI networks provided 
updates. New members were welcomed, and farewells were said to others. 

AGENDA CONFERENCE 
This conference featured 37 diverse items on the agenda, resulting in a highly informative two-

and-a-half-day event. In addition to updates from the DVI Unit, the four sub-working groups, 

and the chairperon, there were a total of 15 case studies presented. These case studies are criti-

cal for extracting key lessons for the future. 

This year's conference also featured significant presentations on work in crisis areas 

by international organizations such as ICMP and ICRC. Following these presentations, 

there was an important presentation on the legal basis for our identification work in 

various laws. On the final day, presentations were given by other INTERPOL forensic 

units on black & yellow notices, missing persons and the latest developments in faci-

al recognition/comparison. 



COMMUNICATION / FEEDBACK 
A glimpse of the many posts about the conference on social media: 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Would you like to know more about topics mentioned in this newsletter?  
Please contact the DVI Unit in Lyon, France, by email DVIunit@interpol.int   
  

mailto:DVIunit@interpol.int

