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he first edition of the 

Specialization Course on Forensic 

Odontology certified and 

managed by the Faculty of Medicine 

and Faculty of Dental Medicine of the 

University of Lisbon and Faculty of 

Dental Medicine of University of Zagreb 

reach the end of this first academic 

year, and we are all too aware of what 

we have experienced over the last 9 

months. I am able to provide you with a 

short summary in what has been a very 

enjoyable year for the academic staff 

and students throughout the academy.  

The new specialization course on 

Forensic Odontology was designed to 

provide practicing health professionals 

and all the professionals related with 

skills and experience in the field of 

Forensic Odontology. The first course 

structure had 17 units that incorporated 

the application of medical, scientific, 

and legal disciplines related to forensic 

odontology investigations. The units 

were distributed in 2 semesters, each 

semester with 15 weeks, with almost 

400 hours of practical and theoretical 

lectures.  The students could learn with 

inviting professors and experts in the 

field from around the world, from 

Australia, Brazil, Italy, United States, 

England, Norway, Germany, South 

Africa and Canada. During the practical 

lectures the students could face 

different practical realities in the 

autopsy room, anthropology laboratory 

and anatomical theater. They could 

learn with the most important 

institutions related to the forensic 

world: criminal police and forensic 

institute.  

The feedback from the students has 

been positive and they report that they 

acquired skills on forensic odontology. 

You can listen to their testimony in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G

an4YR9_jjA&t=84s 

As the academy year closed, I would like 

to thank the academic staff for their 
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Specialization Course on 

Forensic Odontology Class 

2021-2022, 1st edition 

Conclusion  

Access and Admission for the Class 2022-2023, 2nd edition  

International Course with collaboration between University of 

Lisbon (Faculty of Medicine and Faculty of Dental Medicine) and 

University of Zagreb (Faculty of Dental Medicine) 
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seeped into every nook and corner of 

the society, she ephasised on on how 

child pornography and such pervasive 

content on internet is corrupting the 

brains of all the individuals. Towards the 

end of this session, Prof. T Nataraja 

Moorthy delivered a lecture on how 

regardless of developed, developing 

and undeveloped countries child abuse 

prevail in he society and can turn into 

different forms of physical, emotional, 

sexual abuse and neglect 

After concluding session 1, we moved to 

session 2 where our first guest speaker, 

Dr Ajith Tennakoon, discussed how 

Forensic Odontologists (FO) are playing 

an important supporting role in the 

Medico-Legal system in Sri Lanka. He 

emphasized on the JMO's responsibility 

to obtain relevant specialist's opinion to 

compile a comprehensive opinion in any 

referred case. Later Prof.Nursen Turan 

Yurtsever provided insight for Forensic 

Evidence Collection and Forensic 

Examination as victims require an 

emergent examination up to 72 hours 

from the assault to identify, document 

and assess anogenital injuries. Dr 

Ruwan Jayasinghe later added the 

importance of age calculation as an 

important aspect of forensic 

odontology. It needs to be done 

accurately, especially for medico-legal 

purposes. Whereas Prof Mete Gulmen, 

was unable to join us due to some 

health issues, his lecture was 

substituted by Dr. Sila Aslan. She gave 

us a brief on how Insidious 

acquaintances child abuse, e.g., intra-

familial child abuse, intimate-partner 

violence, sexual abuse by family friends, 

incest, etc., is shockingly far more 

common and dangerous than the acute 

forms of sexual violence committed by 

strangers. In the last lecture of the 

session Dr Manal S Bamousa showed us 

the evolution of forensic nursing in the 

last decade. Her presentation will 

described relevant topics of the 

curriculum and theories of populations 

vulnerable to crime, sexual offense, 

domestic abuse, etc. In addition, a 

highlight of the 9 course units was 

discussed, to enhance the Forensic 

nursing curriculum. 

Dr Anshoo Agarwal who joined us by 

sparing her precious time to us 

discussed impact of COVID-19 on child 

abuse and neglect. A detailed 

description of physical, sexual and 

mental abuse was discussed in detail. Dr 

Cezar Capitaneanu suggested 

development of programmes with 

specified outcomes and standards, 

gathering feedback from learners and 

stakeholders, and closing the circle by 

using the feedback to improve teaching 

and assessment approaches. 

Further, Dr Emilio Nuzzolese added 

importance of oral health professionals 

in the recognition of signs of possible 

physical and sexual abuse but also signs 

of dental neglect. Dr Ivana Cukovic- 

Bagic with the help of a picture 

demonstrated symptoms of physical 

abuse found in the head and neck. In 

the last session of this conference Dr 

Lisda Cancer, while referring to the 

regulation of the Health Minister in law 

No. 68-year 2013 regarding the 

obligation of healthcare providers to 

provide the information on allegations 

of violence against children. 
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Deep Salaria (Finance Secretary of 

INPAFO) and Dr Pradhuman Verma 

(Editor of INPAFO journal) presented 

annual report to general body of 

INPAFO. Dr. Rakesh Gorea (President of 

INPAFO) congratulated Dr. O.P. Jasuja 

for successfully conducting 8th INPAFO. 

Details of upcoming conference and 

other activities of INPAFO are regularly 

available at www.inpafo.org. We look 

forward to meet INPAFO and IOFOS 

members at Nepal in 2023, as Dr. 

Samarika Dahal INPAFO member from 

Nepal has successfully bid for INPAFO 

annual conference. 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Figure 2 Life time achievement award to Dr. Vinod Kapoor by Sr. Executive Director R.M. 
Bhagat and Pro-Vice Chancellor Dr. Satbir Singh Sehgal. 

http://www.inpafo.org/
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