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Dear Readers 

 

t is the second year since we live 

more or less changed lives 

compared to the situation before 

the COVID19 pandemic. Although the 

situation is beginning to normalize, 

there is still a lot of 

uncertainty ahead. The 

epidemiological dance 

between the old and the 

new normal is hardly 

unpredictable in the 

long run. Although at 

first it may have seemed 

interesting to work from 

home, hold online 

classes, and speak at 

virtual conferences, 

more and more people are feeling 

saturated with this online lifestyle. 

With strict epidemiological measures, 

the first live conferences and meetings 

began to be held again. You can also 

find information about one of them on 

the pages of this newsletter. I hope it 

will be held as planned. 

Although the pandemic has locked us 

in our homes and denied us the usual 

ways of networking and exchanging 

ideas at conferences, this has not 

stopped some of us from starting new 

projects. Professor Cristiana Palmela 

Pereira from University of Lisbon, 

Portugal started a new specialization 

course in forensic odontology. This 

one-year course is created for dental 

practitioners who wish to gain 

experience in forensic odontology, and 

for all other professionals who are 

professionally related to the different 

areas of forensic odontology and want 

to extend own knowledge. It is nice to 

see two universities involved in the 

realization of 

this study. I wish 

a lot of success 

to this project. 

Further 

information and 

enrolment 

details can be 

found in this 

issue. 

And at the end, I 

invite you share 

your forensic experience with the 

IOFOS community by preparing 

meeting reports and other texts. Your 

contributions for the next issue of 

IOFOS newsletter should be sent up to 

November 15th 2021. Your texts 

should be in MS Word (max. 2 pages, 

1800 characters per page and up to 2 

images), accompanied by a portrait 

photo of the author and affiliation 

data. More details are available below 

in the Instructions for authors. 

Contributions should be sent to 

vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Thank you! 

Yours  

Marin Vodanović 

  

I 

Marin Vodanović 

Editor of the IOFOS 

Newsletter 

 

Department of Dental 

Anthropology, 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

University of Zagreb, 

Croatia 

 

vodanovic@sfzg.hr   

www.marinvodanovic.com    
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Instructions for authors 

IOFOS newsletter is published biannually in June and December. 

Contributions should be sent by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr not later than 

15 days before the first day of the month of publication. All contributions 

should be in English as Microsoft Word documents (max. 2 pages). Do not 

include images in the text. If any, images should be at the end of the text 

(max. 2 images). All information about forensic dentistry such as meeting 

reports, news from national societies, forensic activity reports, future 

forensic meeting announcements, etc. from IOFOS members and member 

societies, as well as from other contributors are welcome. If you want to be 

included on IOFOS mailing list and receive the newsletter by e-mail please 

write to vodanovic@sfzg.hr. Thank you! 
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Dear colleagues and friends of forensic odontology, 

ere we are already in the first 

volume of our IOFOS 

Newsletter 2021. I hope you 

are well and healthy in the preparation 

of some new project. 

There haven’t been many events in the 

past, but I would look back at a few of 

the following that I list. Our 

representative in Interpol in the Sub-

group of Forensic Odontology, Irena 

Dawidson, successfully completed her 

term, and was 

replaced by Professor 

Ruediger Leesig as 

President. The recent 

electronic elections 

have resulted in a 

new deputy chair - 

Dr. Selina M. Leow 

from Australia. 

Congratulations to 

the newly selected couple who will 

lead the Sub-group of Forensic 

Odontology. And many thank you to 

Irena for the great leadership in the 

past period! 

The University of Lisbon has organized 

and is starting a Specialization Course 

on Forensic Odontology. This is 

extremely important because forensic 

odontology permeates higher 

education. The supervisor of this 

specialization is Professor Cristiana 

Palmela Pereira from the Faculty of 

Dental Medicine, University of Lisbon. I 

believe that other university 

institutions will follow their example. 

A new date for the IOFOS Congress in 

Dubrovnik has not yet been chosen. 

The reason for this is well known. The 

Organizing Committee and the 

Executive Board believe that all 

national associations should participate 

in the congress, and they are largely 

unable to participate 

due to the pandemic. 

We will notify you in 

a timely manner of a 

new congress date in 

accordance with the 

pandemic situation. 

And last but not least 

I want to inform you 

that our university 

textbook Forensic Odonto-Stomatology 

by IOFOS has been distributed around 

the world from Japan in the east to 

Nevada in the west. The owners of this 

textbook are very satisfied with the 

quality, content, written material and 

price. I am glad that together we 

achieved the goal we set back in 2017 

in Leuven. 

Stay well and looking forward, 

Hrvoje Brkić 

 

H Hrvoje Brkić 

President of IOFOS 

 

University of Zagreb 

School of Dental 

Medicine, Zagreb, 

Croatia 

 

brkic@sfzg.hr    

www.brkic.eu  
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he first edition of the 

Specialization Course in Forensic 

Odontology is certified and 

managed by the Faculty of Medicine of 

the University of Lisbon with the 

collaboration of the Faculty of Dental 

Medicine of the University of Lisbon and 

the Faculty of Dental Medicine of 

Zagreb. 

The specialization in Forensic 

Odontology is designed to provide 

practicing health professionals and all 

the professionals related with skills and 

experience in the field of forensic 

odontology. A forensic odontology 

qualification allows dentists to perform 

forensic examinations as required by 

law enforcement agencies, courts, or 

medical examiners (coroner). The 

specialization offers an emphasis on 

practical aspects of forensic odontology 

and an in-depth understanding of the 

correct professional handling, 

examination, interpretation, and 

presentation of dental and oral 

evidence which may come before the 

legal authorities. Forensic 

Odontologists provide an important 

service to the community in both civil 

and criminal jurisdictions. Before 

applying, prospective students should 

consider that the nature of the concepts 

and casework required are often 

confronting and may be distressing to 

some people. 

This specialization is designed for 

practicing dentists who wish to gain 

experience in the professional field of 

forensic odontology, and for all 

professionals who are somehow related 

to the different areas of intervention of 

forensic odontology. They are 

professionals in the field of law, 

medicine, nursing, oral hygiene, and 

other areas that intervene in an 

interdisciplinary way. This specialization 

in the field of forensic odontology 

designed with a specified component 

for those professionals, will provide a 

technical-scientific training that allows 

them, within each professional area, to 

T 

  

Cristiana Palmela 

Pereira 

Faculty of Medicine 

of the University of 

Lisbon 

cpereira@campus.ul.pt     

  

 

 

New course of specialization in 

Forensic odontology 2021-

2022, 1st edition, University of 

Lisbon with collaboration of 

the University of Zagreb 
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perform more appropriately in the field 

of forensic odontology. 

With this specialization in Forensic 

Odontology, the Faculty of Medicine 

and t he Faculty of Dental Medicine thus 

continue their function of qualifying 

graduates and promoting research and 

specialized intervention in this area of 

knowledge, privileging interdisciplinary 

and bio-social intervention. 

The Supervisors of the course are 

Professor Cristiana Palmela Pereira, 

Professor of Forensic Odontology and 

Professor Francisco Salvado, Professor 

of Stomatology. The Scientific 

Committee of the course includes:  

 Professor Cristiana Palmela Pereira, 

Professor of Forensic Odontology 

 Professor António Gonçalves 

Ferreira, Professor of Anatomy and 

Neurosciences 

 Professor João Aquino Marques, 

Professor of Medical Ethics, 

Deontology and Law 

 Professor Francisco Salvado, 

Professor of Stomatology 

 Professor André Pereira, Professor 

of Medical Ethics, Deontology and 

Law 

 Professor Hrvoje Brkic, Professor of 

Forensic Odontology 

 Professor Marin Vodanovic, 

Professor of Forensic 

Odontology  

 Professor Francisco Corte Real, 

Professor of Legal Medicine  

 Professor Fernando Vale, Professor 

of Pharmacology and Toxicology  

 Professor Sofia Reimão, Professor of 

Imagiology and Radiology 

 Professor Isabel Fonseca, Professor 

of Tanatology  

The curriculum plan for the 

specialization course in Forensic 

Odontology include 17 disciplines with 

total of 60 ECTS in 2 semesters, each 

semester with 15 weeks. The academics 

include a range of internationally 

recognized experts in each specific field.  

For more information related to the 

course and for application to the 

Postgraduate Course of 1-year 

2021/2022 can be done by the website 

https://www.medicina.ulisboa.pt/en/f

orensic-odontology-course  

https://www.medicina.ulisboa.pt/en/forensic-odontology-course
https://www.medicina.ulisboa.pt/en/forensic-odontology-course
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Study Plan 

University of Lisbon Faculty of Medicine 

Postgraduate Specialization Course in Forensic Odontology 
Predominant scientific area: Legal Medicine and Forensic Sciences   
 

1st Semester 

COURSES 
SCIENTIFIC 

FIELD 
TYPE 

WORK ALLOCATED 
TIME (HOURS) 

CREDITS OBSERVATIONS 

TOTAL CONTACT 

Clinical Forensic Medicine 
Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 
T-32 112 32 4 Mandatory 

Head and Neck Anatomy 
and Oral Anatomy 

Anatomy T-12 56 12 2 Mandatory 

Forensic Traumatology 
Maxillofacial 

Surgery 
T-12 56 12 2 Mandatory 

Forensic Imaging and 
Radiology 

Imaging T-12 56 12 2 Mandatory 

Medico-legal Evaluation of 
Oro-maxillo-facial Damage 

Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T-28; 
TP-

8/S-8 
168 36 6 Mandatory 

Medico-legal and Forensic 
Age Estimation 

Forensic and 
Legal Dentistry 

T-28; 
TP-

8/S-8 
168 36 6 Mandatory 

Study of Bite Marks 
Forensic and 

Legal Dentistry 
T-8; 
TP-4 

56 12 2 Mandatory 

Medical Ethics, Deontology 
and Law 

Forensic and 
Legal Dentistry 

T-12 56 12 2 Mandatory 

Forensic Genetics and 
Biology 

Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 
T-16 56 16 2 Mandatory 

Forensic Toxicology and 
Chemistry 

Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 
T-16 56 16 2 Mandatory 

TOTAL   840 196 30  
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2nd Semester 

COURSES 
SCIENTIFIC 

FIELD 
TYPE 

WORK ALLOCATED 
TIME (HOURS) 

CREDITS OBSERVATIONS 

TOTAL 
CONTACT 

Criminalistics Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T-14 
56 

14 
2 

Mandatory 

Forensic Photography Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T-8; 
TP-4 56 

12 
2 

Mandatory 

Forensic Pathology Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T30; 
TP-8 112 

38 
4 

Mandatory 

Oral Autopsy 
Forensic and 

Legal Dentistry 

T-26; 
TP-
12 

168 
38 

6 
Mandatory 

Forensic Anthropology  Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T-18; 
TP-8 112 

26 
4 

Mandatory 

Forensic Dental Anthropology Forensic and 
Legal Dentistry 

T-20; 
TP-8 168 

28 
6 

Mandatory 

Forensic Human Identification Legal Medicine 
and Forensic 

Sciences 

T-20; 
TP-8 168 

28 
6 

Mandatory 

TOTAL   840 
190 

30  
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ue to the pandemic that the 

world has been suffering for 

more than a year, all social and 

scientific activities have been modified 

or even canceled. In particular, 

something as simple (and desired) as 

boarding a plane and visiting colleagues 

from other countries, has suffered from 

successive postponements, taking our 

personal contacts to their most minimal 

expression. Previous experiences of 

virtuality, barely considered before the 

pandemic, renewed forces and were 

proposed as the only viable alternative 

to try to repair this communication. The 

words "Webinar", "Video Conference" 

or "Virtual Meeting" have passed into 

our daily lives and we can hardly reverse 

them, at least in the immediate near 

future. 

However, and beyond the obvious 

consequences of this "new normal", 

virtual environments have made it 

possible to do something that was 

previously unthinkable: to routinely 

communicate to people from all over 

the world in a synchronous, agile and 

massive way. Being able to share not 

only knowledge but also smiles with 

colleagues and friends from other 

latitudes has been one of the great 

virtues of virtual platforms, 

approaching us through a webcam and 

a microphone. It seems insufficient, but 

we must recognize that they have made 

it possible to make up for those 

absences and even meet new people. 

The Sociedad de Odontoestomatólogos 

Forenses Iberoamericanos (SOFIA), 

bringing together more than 150 

members from 18 countries throughout 

Latin America and Europe, had its last 

meeting in the city of Cusco (Peru) in 

September 2019, and like almost all the 

scientific associations, had to cancel its 

meeting scheduled for 2020. However, 

the deep alliance generated on that 

occasion with the Sociedad Peruana de 

Odontología Legal, Forense y 

Criminalística (SPOLFOC) allowed to 

reinvent that contact from virtuality. On 

January 30, 2021, the "Virtual Summer 

Meeting" managed by SOFIA with the 

patronage of SPOLFOC brought 

together almost a hundred members 

and colleagues who were able to share 

an intense morning of conferences and 

science. 

D 

  

Gabriel M. Fonseca 

President of SOFIA 

Director, Centro de 

Investigación en 

Odontología Legal y 

Forense  

Faculty of Dentistry, 

Universidad de La 

Frontera – Temuco, 

Chile 

gabriel.fonseca@ufrontera.cl    

  

 

 

SOFIA Virtual Summer 

Meeting (January 30, 2021) 

With the patronage of 

S.P.O.L.F.O.C. 
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The Virtual Meeting (held through a 

well-known platform) began with a 

welcome from Dr. Gabriel M. Fonseca 

(Argentina, President of SOFIA), who 

presented his report on what was done 

on behalf of SOFIA during 2020, on the 

status of events past and future and 

upcoming challenges as a scientific 

society. SOFIA is a member of I.O.F.O.S., 

so he also communicated to the 

members of SOFIA about the status of 

that membership, of the new Board of 

I.O.F.O.S. (2020/2023) and the 

postponement of the Triennial 

I.O.F.O.S. Congress of Forensic Odonto-

stomatology by COVID-19. After the 

presentation of the report, intense 

conversations were held with the 

representatives of each SOFIA member 

country about their particular and local 

circumstances due to COVID-19, 

renewing SOFIA's commitments to 

provide an appropriate response to the 

pandemic at all levels.  

 

Figure 1. Dr. Wendy Velezmoro Montes (Peru) 

 

Figure 2. Dr. Stella Martín de las Heras (Spain) 

After this panel discussion, the first 

open lecture of the meeting took place. 

With the title "SPOLFOC: One year of 

International Conferences during 

Pandemic", the representative of Peru 

in SOFIA and member of SPOLFOC, Dr. 

Wendy Velezmoro Montes (Fig. 1) 

presented an approach to the 82 

conferences in forensic odonto-

stomatology managed during 2020 by 

SPOLFOC. These conferences were 

sponsored by SOFIA, with a total of 

7,593 attendees and the participation 

of speakers from 17 countries in Latin 

America, Europe and Asia. Although 

mostly in Spanish, the lectures were 

also given in English, Portuguese and 

Italian. With her sympathy and 

leadership, Dr. Velezmoro Montes 

emphasized that with resilience and 

adaptation great successes can be 

achieved, beyond the health 

contingency.  

The second conference was given by Dr. 

Stella Martín de las Heras (Fig. 2), 

professor at the University of Granada 

(Spain) and a highly recognized member 

of SOFIA. With the title "Reflections on 

Forensic Odontology", Dr. Martín de las 

Heras addressed different topics of the 

specialty with a deep and critical view, 

relying on new scientific advances and 

demands towards forensic odonto-

stomatology. Also, the Spanish 

academic emphasized the problem of 

violence against women and the 

necessary participation of forensic 

odontologists in the identification and 

reporting of oral lesions in these cases.    

With more than four hours of duration, 

this Virtual Summer Meeting allowed 

SOFIA to keep intact the links between 



 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

ME ETING REPORT  
 
 

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS) 
Volume 43, Issue 1, June 2021 | www.iofos.eu 

12 

its members from all over the world, 

and contributed to promoting the 

dissemination of knowledge and 

updating of forensic odonto-

stomatology. Maybe 2021 will allow us 

to get closer again ... or not. 

However, we undoubtedly need 

communication and permanent contact 

to continue supporting our nature as 

social beings.   
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n 20th May 2021, 13 

odontologists from Belgium, 

The Netherlands and Spain 

received their certificate after taking 

the exam from the course on forensic 

odontology and DVI. The course started 

in January 2021 and ran over a period of 

five months, one day per month, at the 

headquarters of the Belgian Federal 

Police in Brussels.  

Despite Covid 19 restrictions we were 

able to organize this event in a very safe 

way in the main auditorium of the 

Belgian Federal Police. Some of the 

classes were given by Teams Meeting. 

The program was built up in such way 

that the participants, some of which 

already had previous experience and 

training in forensic odontology and DVI 

, others not at all, were instructed 

extensively on the elements of forensic 

odontology such as identification, bite 

mark analysis, dental age estimation, 

child abuse, DNA and new techniques as 

a base for the participation of the 

forensic odontologist in DVI. 

In the DVI component of the program 

the participants learned the base of the 

Interpol DVI philosophy and protocols, 

and they were gradually taken through 

the different stages of the DVI process. 

In each of the stages the organizational 

aspects were highlighted in great detail 

by Chief Commander Christian 

Decobecq, head DVI Belgium, followed 

by a clear and extensive presentation by 

Eddy De Valck, Chief forensic 

Odontologist DVI Belgium on the role of 

the forensic odontologist in each of the 

different stages. 

All subspecialties that have a role in the 

identification process were also invited 

to give a presentation on their specialty 

so that participants would understand 

the full picture of a DVI procedure.  

We had contributions by a magistrate, 

forensic pathologist, DNA specialist, 

Family liaison officer, anthropologist 

O 

  

Eddy De Valck 

Past President of 

IOFOS and VVTE 

Eddy.De.Valck@telenet.be     

  

 

 

Course on forensic odontology 

and DVI in Belgium, (January 

– May 2021) 
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and someone of the Missing Persons 

Branch of the Belgian Federal Police. 

Also the DVI System International 

software was introduced by a DVI team 

member. This way the participants 

received a complete overview of all 

specialisms involved in DVI during an 

operation. Of course all information 

given was based on the philosophy and 

protocols as developed by the Interpol 

DVI Standing Committee. 

As the course went on we were happy 

to notice how the participants became 

more involved with the whole DVI 

process but also and especially how the 

group started to develop as a real team. 

This was most noticeable on the last day 

which was mainly about practicalities 

such as a transcription exercise of 

dental AM and PM records onto the 

Interpol 600-700 forms, a small mass 

disaster identification followed by a 

multiple choice test covering the full 

content of the course. 

Also a certificate of participation was 

handed out to all participants, who also 

received a ‘forensic odontologist’ polo 

shirt from DVI team Belgium. 

As the participants came from both 

parts ( Dutch and French speaking parts)  

of the country, the Netherlands and 

Spain the lectures were made in 

lecturer’s mother tongue while the 

slides on the screen and the syllabus 

were in English. Most of them were very 

happy to receive on the last day their 

copy of the new IOFOS textbook on 

Forensic Odontology which they can use 

as reference.  



Registration: Link => online form 
Registration up to one week before the start of the 
congress..
Rate (break and lunch included) reduced if early registration

Cancellation Policy: The full fee is advanced by your association;
refund if cancelled due to Covid or before D-10.

Where and When?

On September 30 th and  October 1 st, 2021

Hôtel Westminster**** Nice

31st Congress

of AFIO
NICE

2021

2 days, 2 themes : 
• Thursday 30.09 - Repair of personal injury
The Medical Record – Practical Cases of Expertise
Exercise in prison- Violence, role of the surgeon- dentist
• Friday 01.10 – Odontological identification
Health Emergency and Identification – Exercise at the Nice 
MLI– Bite Marks

Opening hours 8:30 AM - 6 PM

Who in concerned ?
• Professionals working in the field of personal injury compensation and

forensic identification (dental surgeons, doctors, justice experts,
magistrates, gendarmes, police officers, etc.)

• Students in odontology and National School of the Judiciary
• Language : French, no translation

no prerequisites required

Terms and Conditions
• Westminster Hotel :

conference room with video projector
and sound system
27, Promenade des Anglais – Nice
04.92.14.86.86

• Accessibility: our disability contact is at your
disposal: catherine.m.blanc@gmail.com

• 2 days of thematic conferences followed by a
discussion session on practical cases.

• Poster sessions: In order to promote the
work of the students, their posters will be
displayed throughout the congress, do not
hesitate to exchange with them on their
research!

Objectives:
. enhanced knowledge and skills in forensic identification and 
personal injury compensation
. Information on new procedures
. Multidisciplinary exchange on practical cases
. Awareness to students

COVID Prevention:
COVID Questionnaire at Conference Entrance -
Mandatory Hand Sanitization and Face Mask -
Health Protocol Posted

Certificate of completion of training at the end of the congress.

Do you have any question?
• By email: afio.association@gmail.com

• Website: http://www.afioasso.org

By-Laws: Link (coming)

Around the congress
• Wednesday 29.09 - Friendly meal 

Address and tariff subsequently communicated

• Thursday 30.09 – Gala Dinner 
LE GALET restaurant on the beach
3, promenade des Anglais Nice

Give us your opinion via our satisfaction survey

RATE PER CONFERENCE DAY
LUNCH

GALA DINNER
Attendee Visitor

Graduate student 50 € 50 € / 90€

AFIO member 230 € (300€ after 15/08)
50 € (70€ after

15/08)

90 € (100 € after
15/08)

AFIO non-
member 300 € (350 € after 15/08)

110 € (120 € after
15/08)

Association Française d’Identification Odontologique

mailto:catherine.m.blanc@gmail.com
mailto:afio.association@gmail.com
http://www.afioasso.org/

