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ndo Pacific Academy of Forensic 

Odontology [INPAFO] was initiated 

in 2008 to create awareness and 

sensitize people about the utility of 

forensic odontology in the Indo Pacific 

region. 16 Experts from Forensic 

Medicine, Forensic Science, Dental 

Sciences, Forensic Nursing Science and 

representatives from NGOs from USA, 

India, Turkey, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 

discussed the ways and means to 

establish the INPAFO. Scientists 

gathered at Punjabi university, Patiala 

discussed the matter and it was 

resolved to establish Indo Pacific 

Academy of Forensic Odontology.  

Constitution of the Academy was 

drafted and it was passed unanimously. 

Then the Academy was registered with 

the government of India through Punjab 

State. Membership drive was carried 

out which is a continuous process and 

now we have more than 200 members 

from different countries around the 

world. 

First conference of the Academy was 

held Jointly at Gian Sagar Dental College 

by Gian Sagar Dental College and 

Forensic Medicine Department of Gian 

Sagar Medical College in 2010 by Dr. 

Vinod Kapoor and Dr. Rakesh Kumar 

Gorea and there were more than 100 

delegates and a workshop was also 

carried out. 

A workshop on Bitemarks comparison 

and analysis was conducted by Dr. RK 

Gorea at Government Dental College, 

Mumbai which was organized by Dr. 

Sonali Kadam and her team and where 

more than 100 delegates participated. A 

CME/CDE was also held at this occasion. 

Second Conference of the Academy was 

held at Santosh Medical college, 

Ghaziabad in 2011 where more than 

200 delegates gathered and it gave a 

great push to the membership drive. It 

was organized by Dr. BR Sharma. 

Third Conference of the Academy was 

held at Punjabi University, Patiala in 

2014 which was organized by Dr. OP 

Jasuja. More than 200 delegated 

participated in it. 

Fourth Conference of the Academy was 

held at Gian Sagar Dental College, 

Punjab in 2016. More than 200 

delegates attended this conference 

which was organized by Dr. Vinod 

Kapoor. 

A CME/CDE was organized jointly with 

Society for Prevention of Injuries and 

Corporal punishment [SPIC] at TMU, 

Moradabad in 2016 by Dr.  Pardeep 
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n September 2019, The Association 

Forensic Odontology for Human 

Rights AFOHR launched our vision 

2019-2021. It's a call to action in order 

to achieve 8 goals in the field of human 

identification and age estimation 

through humanitarian forensic 

odontology (HFO).  

AFOHR is a non-profit association in the 

forensic field promoting humanitarian 

forensic odontology, focusing on the 

promotion human rights to protect the 

rights of the dead to have a name and 

an identity. Forensic Scientists are very 

well aware of the importance of 

identification of human remains using 

dental data and application of Interpol 

standards for the same. Nevertheless, 

dental autopsies are not always 

performed and dental evidence may 

not always be evaluated in age 

estimation and other investigations. In 

August, the newly AFOHR elected Board 

discussed mission and vision of the 

Association, with synergy among 

members, associations, universities, 

and relevant international partnerships.  

A tough task which no one could 

achieve individually or even through a 

group in one single area of forensic 

expertise. These are the eight forensic 

odontology sustainable goals (FOSGs): 

1. Human Rights of the dead = protect, 

restore and promote the names and 

dignity of human remains. Strengthen 

means of implementation of best 

practice in age estimation and Human 

Identification. 

2. Human Identification Action = Take 

actions to improve human 

Identification, always performing a 

complete dental autopsy, on-site or 

remotely. Combat disparity in human ID 

post mortem process. 

3. Promote international partnership = 

promote and circulate our goals with 

other organizations (NGOs, law 

enforcement agencies, civil protection, 

humanitarian associations) for 

sustainable developments in 

humanitarian forensics. 

4. Humanitarian Forensic Odontology = 

Pro bono forensic dental services. Use 

our international network to sustain 

multinational support in missing and 

unidentified person data collection. 

Best practice and Justice for all, at all 

levels. 
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5. Strong Forensic Odontology = provide 

and facilitate access to training, 

mentoring and education in forensic. 

Exchange, research, training fostering 

innovation, and best practice. 

6. Human Identification Kit = provide 

awareness on human the Identification 

process, informative campaigns and 

free ID cards for children. 

7. Quality Age Determination = provide 

a definitive age assessment and 

adulthood determination method using 

teeth. 

8. Dental evidence in crimes against 

vulnerable persons = provide 

awareness and pro bono assistance in 

the analysis of dental evidence in cases 

of child and vulnerable abuse, torture, 

domestic violence, sexual abuse, and 

Trafficking in Human Beings, including 

cognitive interviews. 

Several initiatives are in progress across 

various countries to implement the 

above goals, such as AFOHR 

participation at the Human Rights 

Summit conferences at the United 

Nations in New York, on the 28th of 

June, and in Geneva, on the 9th of 

December 2019. 

To learn more about AFOHR FOSGs and 

our humanitarian forensic odontology 

action contact President 2019-20 Emilio 

Nuzzolese (Italy) and President-Elect 

2021-22 Hemlata Pandey (India), at 

chairman@afohr.org or visit.  
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patients according to Prof. Dr. 

Gernhardt. A common source of error in 

endodontic treatments are remaining, 

breaking root canal instruments, which 

is a typical complication and is not a 

problem, as long as the patient has 

been properly informed about it. In the 

case of treatment error assessments, 

the professionally recognised standard 

must always be taken into account at 

the respective time of treatment; e.g. 

until a few years ago it was sufficient to 

close a root canal to the apical third, 

currently a root canal filling must reach 

to the apical endpoint. 

Dr. Dr. Jean-Marc Hutt from Strasbourg 

gave an overview presentation on "Bus 

accidents in France from a forensic 

odontological point of view". On 31 July 

1982, two school buses were on their 

way to Savoy when it came to a bus 

accident in Beaune. In rainy weather 

and on narrow roads, two cars overtook 

the buses in a risky overtaking 

manoeuvre. A braking manoeuvre by 

the front bus resulted in a mass collision 

that claimed 53 lives. As a result of the 

accident, the safety regulations for 

buses have been tightened and to this 

day a maximum speed of 110 km/h 

applies on French motorways in rainy 

weather. Another case was the bus 

accident in Vizille on 22 July 2007. A bus 

packed with Polish pilgrims passes a 

winding section of the french Alps, 

which is closed to bus traffic. This 

particular section of the road is famous 

and notorious in France because there 

have been fatal bus accidents here for 

decades. The last section of the route 

the bus failed to brake, it broke through 

a guardrail and crashed into a ravine. 26 

people died, 24 were injured. This case 

was particularly difficult for the French 

Identification Team because the 

antemortal dental status was written in 

the so-called "Haderup nomenclature" 

and the Polish dental records had to be 

translated first.   

Prof. Dr. Tore Solheim from Oslo gave a 

lecture entitled "Quality Assurance in 

forensic odontological order and 

report" on quality standards in forensic 

odontology reports. In addition to 

personal advice from his long-term 

experience as a forensic dentist and 

member of the Norwegian DVI team, 

Prof. Solheim gave a good overview of 

the current literature in particular 

according to the recommendations of 

the International Organization for 

Odonto-Stomatology (IOFOS) and the 

current Interpol standards. He also 

recommended to orientate to medico-

legal reports, which he considers to be 

ideal examples, starting at the recording 

and documentation of general 

information and background up to the 

detailed report with a final reference to 

the literature used. He showed case 

studies from the tsunami operation in 

Thailand in 2004/5 to illustrate good 

and bad examples of forensic-

odontological documentation.   

Following his presentation, Prof. Dr. 

Tore Solheim was honored by the 

AKFOS Board for his life's work, having 

already been appointed an honorary 

member of the AKFOS in 2017. The 

native Norwegian, who by the way 

speaks fluent German himself, has been 

closely associated with the German 

Academy of Forensic Odonto-

Stomatology for many years, and with 
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Leadership of the DVI Working Groups 

from Interpol, the President of the 

AKFOS Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Lessig was re-

elected as Vicepresident of the 

Odontology Working Group for the next 

2 years. From 2021-2023, he will take 

over as president. The first part of the 

German dental identification course in 

Halle could not be realized due to the 

double mission situation (see above the   

presentation of the Federal Criminal 

Police Office) of the Identification 

Commission (IDKO) this year, the 

second training part in Wiesbaden at 

the IDKO took place as planned. 

Dr. Florian Nippe from Cologne, 

webmaster of the AKFOS informed the 

members that he is working on a new 

website due to modernization efforts of 

the German Society for Dental, Oral and 

Craniomandibular Sciences (DGZMK). 

The 44th ANNUAL meeting of the 

AKFOS, to which we extend a warm 

invitation at this time, will take place on 

24.10.2020 at the University Hospital 

Mainz. 
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Equally important, 

for the 

comparison of 

data, is the 

collection of 

dental 

information on 

the missing 

person. The 

iDENTIficami 

(iDENTIYme) 

information campaign will help families 

and relatives to identify other possible 

sources of information useful for 

personal recognition, in combination 

with the initial disappearance report. 

The aim is to amass a collection of 

photos depicting the smile, of sports 

mouthguards, of bite plates for 

bruxism, of old radiographs and old 

mobile orthodontic or 

retainer devices, that 

the forensic dentist will 

be able to convert into 

valuable individualizing 

data.  

For the same reason my 

Panoramic OPG is now 

available in my social 

media profiles. 

Our hope is rescue and find the missing, 

but also identify the deceased. Follow, 

share, comment on Facebook 

@dentalforidentification & Twitter 

@identifyme6.   
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Course organiser:  

Dorthe Arenholt Bindslev, DDS, Ph.d., 
professor (forensic odontology), 
certified specialist in orthodontics; 
Aarhus University, Denmark, Dept. of 
Forensic Medicine; Chief Dental Officer 
in the Danish DVI-team; Email: 
dbindslev@forens.au.dk  

Co-organiser: 

Sigrid Kvaal, BDS, Dr. Odont., assoc. 
prof.; University of Oslo, Norway, 
Faculty of Dentistry, Institute of Clinical 
Dentistry; Chief Dental Officer in the 
Norwegian DVI-team; Email: 
s.i.kvaal@odont.uio.no  

Location:  

Aarhus University, Department of 
Forensic Medicine, Palle Juul-Jensens 

Boulevard 99, DK-8200 Aarhus N, 
Phone: +45 87167500; Fax: +45 
86125995; Email: forens@au.dk  

Further information and pre-
registration: 

Dorthe Arenholt Bindslev, DDS, Ph.d., 
professor (forensic odontology); Email: 
dbindslev@forens.au.dk  

 

Follow this link to the website of the 
course for more detailed information: 
https://forensic.au.dk/disaster-victim-
identification/  
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Leuven 

• Dating from the 9th century 
• Nearly 600 years old KU Leuven is the 

oldest Catholic University in the world 
still functioning.  

• Stella Artois still brewing in Leuven 
since 1708  

• In September the climate is mild 
• Population just over 100,000 
• Located 25km east of Brussels.  
• Ancient lanes are good for walking 

before relaxing in the outdoor cafes. 
• www.discoverleuven.com 

www.leuven.be. 

The Congress Venue 

The Faculty Club is situated 1.5 km from 
the centre of the city.  

It is located in a restored 13th-16th 
century building in a UNESCO world 
heritage site - the Great Beguinage 
(Groot Begijnhopf) of Leuven -. 
http://www.facultyclub.be/en/ 

Lectures, meetings and the Congress 
Dinner will be held in various rooms at 
this venue. 

Congress Dinner 
Friday 4 September 
Held at the Faculty Club.  

For More Information 

• on registration 
• updates on Call for Abstracts 
• details of contact people visit  
• to find out more about IDEALS 
• to join or renew membership 

 www.IDEALS.ac 

Ethical Issues 
 (a) patients with health disabilities and with disadvantages 
due to poverty and displacement. 
(b) risks for patients, dentists and the community arising 
from changes in communication and business practices. 
 

Legal Issues 
This session will engage in a broad range of issues 
between patients, dentists and the community including 
over-treatment, under-treatment and affordability of 
treatment. 
 

Dental Harm and Dental Insurance 
This session will present a series of case reports for 
discussion. 

 

Congress Fees 
Prior to July 15 2020  €450 
After July 15 2020  €525 
IDEALS Members  €380 
Students  €300 
Day registration is available 

Registration form: www.IDEALS.ac 
 

Welcoming Reception. 
Wednesday 2 September 
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