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Instructions for authors 

IOFOS newsletter is published biannually in June and December. Contributions should be 

sent by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr not later than 15days before the month of publication. 

All contributions should be in English as Microsoft Word documents (max. 2 pages). Do 

not include images in the text. If any, images should be at the end of the text (max. 2 

images). All information about forensic dentistry such as meeting reports, news from 

national societies, forensic activity reports, future forensic meeting announcements, etc. 

from IOFOS members and member societies, as well as from other contributors are 

welcome. If you want to be included on IOFOS mailing list and receive the newsletter by e-

mail please write to vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Dear Readers 

 elcome on the pages of 

the new issue of the IOFOS 

newsletter. This is the 

issue with the largest number of your 

contributions in the last few years. 

In this issue you can find contributions 

from Germany, Chile, Italy and even 

four reports from India. It is nice to see 

how the forensic 

community although 

small is very active in 

all parts of the globe. 

I am also happy to 

announce the Triennial 

IOFOS Congress of 

Forensic Odonto-

Stomatology, which is 

going to be organized 

in Dubrovnik, Croatia 

from September 9th – 

11th 2020. The congress will take place 

in one of the most beautiful cities of 

the word providing a plenty of 

opportunities for learning and 

networking, with 6 workshops. Details 

about the congress are available on the 

next pages and on www.iofos.eu. As a 

member of the organizing committee I 

kindly encourage students 

(undergraduate, postgraduate and PhD 

students) with interests in forensic 

dentistry to submit their abstracts 

(abstract submission starts on February 

1st 2020) and qualify for the reduced 

student`s registration fee. Do not miss 

the opportunity to participate in this 

memorable meeting. 

I am looking forward to receive your 

contributions for 

the next issue of 

IOFOS newsletter 

up to May 15th 

2020. Your texts 

should be in 

Word (max. 2 

pages, 1800 

characters per 

page and up to 2 

images), 

accompanied by 

a portrait photo of the author and 

affiliation data. More details are 

available below in the Instructions for 

authors. Contributions should be sent 

by e-mail to vodanovic@sfzg.hr. 

Thank you! 

Yours  

Marin Vodanović 

 

W Marin Vodanović 

Editor of the IOFOS 

Newsletter 

 

Department of 

Dental 

Anthropology, 

School of Dental 

Medicine, 

University of 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 
vodanovic@sfzg.hr   

www.marinvodanovic.com    
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Dear Readers and Members of IOFOS, 

t the end of this year we would 

like to inform you about the 

activities of IOFOS president 

and Executive board. Executive Board 

members have been active throughout 

the past period. We have represented 

IOFOS at all international and national 

events. IOFOS supported the 17th 

National Conference at the Maulana 

Azad Institute of Dental Sciences in 

New Delhi, India on 21st and 22nd 

September; XI 

International SOFIA 

meeting from 

September 25-28, 

2019 in Peru. Vice-

President Professor 

Ruediger Lessig and 

IOFOS Secretary 

Professor Ricardo 

Henrique Alves da 

Silva actively 

participated in the INTERPOL DVI 

meeting FOSWG in May 2019 in 

Singapore. 

In early September, I attended 

Southern California University in Los 

Angeles, where I popularized forensic 

odontology among teachers and 

students at this reputable USA 

university. Also, during October, I 

visited the University of Lisbon, hosted 

by Professor Cristiana Palmela Pereira, 

at whose university and the Lisbon 

Academy of Sciences I gave several 

lectures and workshops for students. 

We are currently preparing the 

Triennial IOFOS Congress of Forensic 

Odonto-Stomatology with workshops 

scheduled for mid-September 2020 in 

Dubrovnik. You can read the very first 

information about 

this congress on the 

pages of this 

newsletter. Please 

reserve your time 

and save the dates as 

I would be happy to 

host you in this 

beautiful pearl of the 

Mediterranean. 

At the end of this year on behalf of the 

Executive Board I wish you happy 

holidays and a fruitful and successful 

New Year 2020! 

Sincerely, 

Hrvoje Brkić 

 

A Hrvoje Brkić 

President of IOFOS 

 

University of Zagreb 

School of Dental 

Medicine, Zagreb, 

Croatia 

 

brkic@sfzg.hr    

www.brkic.eu  
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ndo Pacific Academy of Forensic 

Odontology [INPAFO] was initiated 

in 2008 to create awareness and 

sensitize people about the utility of 

forensic odontology in the Indo Pacific 

region. 16 Experts from Forensic 

Medicine, Forensic Science, Dental 

Sciences, Forensic Nursing Science and 

representatives from NGOs from USA, 

India, Turkey, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 

discussed the ways and means to 

establish the INPAFO. Scientists 

gathered at Punjabi university, Patiala 

discussed the matter and it was 

resolved to establish Indo Pacific 

Academy of Forensic Odontology.  

Constitution of the Academy was 

drafted and it was passed unanimously. 

Then the Academy was registered with 

the government of India through Punjab 

State. Membership drive was carried 

out which is a continuous process and 

now we have more than 200 members 

from different countries around the 

world. 

First conference of the Academy was 

held Jointly at Gian Sagar Dental College 

by Gian Sagar Dental College and 

Forensic Medicine Department of Gian 

Sagar Medical College in 2010 by Dr. 

Vinod Kapoor and Dr. Rakesh Kumar 

Gorea and there were more than 100 

delegates and a workshop was also 

carried out. 

A workshop on Bitemarks comparison 

and analysis was conducted by Dr. RK 

Gorea at Government Dental College, 

Mumbai which was organized by Dr. 

Sonali Kadam and her team and where 

more than 100 delegates participated. A 

CME/CDE was also held at this occasion. 

Second Conference of the Academy was 

held at Santosh Medical college, 

Ghaziabad in 2011 where more than 

200 delegates gathered and it gave a 

great push to the membership drive. It 

was organized by Dr. BR Sharma. 

Third Conference of the Academy was 

held at Punjabi University, Patiala in 

2014 which was organized by Dr. OP 

Jasuja. More than 200 delegated 

participated in it. 

Fourth Conference of the Academy was 

held at Gian Sagar Dental College, 

Punjab in 2016. More than 200 

delegates attended this conference 

which was organized by Dr. Vinod 

Kapoor. 

A CME/CDE was organized jointly with 

Society for Prevention of Injuries and 

Corporal punishment [SPIC] at TMU, 

Moradabad in 2016 by Dr.  Pardeep 

I 

   

Rakesh K. Gorea 

JJT University, India 

NC Medical College, 

Israna, Panipat, 

Haryana, India 

 

 
rakeshgorea@gmail.co

m   

 

  

 

Indo Pacific Academy of 

Forensic Odontology 
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Singh, Forensic Medicine Department, 

with a participation of more than 300 

delegates participated. 

Fifth Conference of the Academy was 

held at King George Medical University 

in Lucknow in 2017 and Dr. Shalini 

Gupta and her team organized this 

conference. In this conference there 

were more than 500 delegates and two 

preconference workshops were also 

held. 

Sixth Conference of the Academy was 

held at Zirakpur (Punjab) in 2019 by Dr. 

Neeraj Taneja and his team where more 

than 500 delegates participated. 4 

preconference workshops were also 

conducted. 

7th conference is proposed to held in 

Sudan in 2020 and Dr. Khalid will be 

organizing it. 

Academy has its own website and the 

link is http://inpafo.org/   

Academy is also publishing its own 

journal twice in a year “Journal of Indo 

pacific Academy of Forensic 

odontology”. 

Academy is having its funds edited 

every year. 

Elections are being regularly held as per 

the constitution and at presently 

following is the term of office bearers: 

President: Dr. RK Gorea      

Patron: Dr. OP Jasuja    Chief Advisor: Dr. 

Vinod Kapoor 

Vice presidents: Dr. Harish Dasari, Dr. 

Vijay Pal Khanganwal, Dr. Neeraj 

Taneja, Dr. Shalini Gupta, Dr. Sonali 

Kadam, Dr. Sema Aka, Dr. Selma, Dr. 

Roberto Cameire 

Secretary: Dr. AD Aggarwal        

Joint Secretary: Dr. Aman Chowdhary 

Treasurer: Dr. Rajinder Singh 

http://inpafo.org/
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Editor in Chief: Dr. Amandeep Singh, 

Joint Editor: Dr. Pooja Puri 

EC Members: Dr. Parul Khare Sinha, Dr. 

Deepika Bablani, Dr. Priyanka Kapoor, 

Dr. Ajay Kumar, Dr. Harpreet Singh, Dr. 

Ashok Chanana, Dr. Pardeep Singh, Dr. 

Madhumita 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

F R OM  TH E  F OR E NS I C  S OC I E TI E S  

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS) 
Volume 41, Issue 2, December 2019 | www.iofos.eu 

8 

 

 

n September 2019, The Association 

Forensic Odontology for Human 

Rights AFOHR launched our vision 

2019-2021. It's a call to action in order 

to achieve 8 goals in the field of human 

identification and age estimation 

through humanitarian forensic 

odontology (HFO).  

AFOHR is a non-profit association in the 

forensic field promoting humanitarian 

forensic odontology, focusing on the 

promotion human rights to protect the 

rights of the dead to have a name and 

an identity. Forensic Scientists are very 

well aware of the importance of 

identification of human remains using 

dental data and application of Interpol 

standards for the same. Nevertheless, 

dental autopsies are not always 

performed and dental evidence may 

not always be evaluated in age 

estimation and other investigations. In 

August, the newly AFOHR elected Board 

discussed mission and vision of the 

Association, with synergy among 

members, associations, universities, 

and relevant international partnerships.  

A tough task which no one could 

achieve individually or even through a 

group in one single area of forensic 

expertise. These are the eight forensic 

odontology sustainable goals (FOSGs): 

1. Human Rights of the dead = protect, 

restore and promote the names and 

dignity of human remains. Strengthen 

means of implementation of best 

practice in age estimation and Human 

Identification. 

2. Human Identification Action = Take 

actions to improve human 

Identification, always performing a 

complete dental autopsy, on-site or 

remotely. Combat disparity in human ID 

post mortem process. 

3. Promote international partnership = 

promote and circulate our goals with 

other organizations (NGOs, law 

enforcement agencies, civil protection, 

humanitarian associations) for 

sustainable developments in 

humanitarian forensics. 

4. Humanitarian Forensic Odontology = 

Pro bono forensic dental services. Use 

our international network to sustain 

multinational support in missing and 

unidentified person data collection. 

Best practice and Justice for all, at all 

levels. 

I 

   

Hemlata Pandey 

Mumbai, India, 

AFOHR President-

Elect 

 
hemlatapandey@gmail.

com  

 

  

 

The Forensic Odontology 

Sustainable Goals proposed by 

AFOHR 
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5. Strong Forensic Odontology = provide 

and facilitate access to training, 

mentoring and education in forensic. 

Exchange, research, training fostering 

innovation, and best practice. 

6. Human Identification Kit = provide 

awareness on human the Identification 

process, informative campaigns and 

free ID cards for children. 

7. Quality Age Determination = provide 

a definitive age assessment and 

adulthood determination method using 

teeth. 

8. Dental evidence in crimes against 

vulnerable persons = provide 

awareness and pro bono assistance in 

the analysis of dental evidence in cases 

of child and vulnerable abuse, torture, 

domestic violence, sexual abuse, and 

Trafficking in Human Beings, including 

cognitive interviews. 

Several initiatives are in progress across 

various countries to implement the 

above goals, such as AFOHR 

participation at the Human Rights 

Summit conferences at the United 

Nations in New York, on the 28th of 

June, and in Geneva, on the 9th of 

December 2019. 

To learn more about AFOHR FOSGs and 

our humanitarian forensic odontology 

action contact President 2019-20 Emilio 

Nuzzolese (Italy) and President-Elect 

2021-22 Hemlata Pandey (India), at 

chairman@afohr.org or visit.  
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uring the first week of 

December 2018, Professor Dr. 

Patrick Thevissen from 

KULeuven, Belgium, member of the 

IOFOS Board, and Honorary Member of 

SOFIA, visited the facilities of the 

Faculty of Dentistry at the Universidad 

de La Frontera (UFRO) in Temuco, Chile. 

He was invited by Prof.  Gabriel M. 

Fonseca, President of SOFIA, and 

supported by the UFRO’s Center for 

Legal and Forensic Odontological 

Research (CIO). Prof. Thevissen, Head 

Forensic Odontology at the KULeuven, 

consolidated the relationship generated 

with SOFIA in La Rábida (Spain) in 2017 

and participated in different academic 

activities, presenting the results of his 

current research, and supporting the 

intense teaching and research work at 

CIO, Temuco. 

D 

   

Gabriel M. Fonseca 

President of the 

Sociedad de 

Odontoestomatólo

gos Forenses 

Iberoamericanos 

(SOFIA, IOFOS 

member since 

2017) 

Director of the 

Postgraduate and 

Research Office, 

Faculty of Dentistry, 

Universidad de La 

Frontera (Temuco, 

Chile) 

gabriel.fonseca@ufronte

ra.cl   

 

  

 

Forensic odontologic 

connection between KULeuven 

(Leuven, Belgium) and 

Universidad De La Frontera 

(Temuco, Chile) 

 

Figure 1 Meeting with UFRO authorities. Left to right: Dr. Gabriel M. Fonseca, Dr. Patrick 
Thevissen (KU Leuven, Belgium), Rector Dr. Eduardo Hebel-Weiss, Dr.  Ricardo Pérez-Tomás 
(Universidad de Barcelona, Spain), Dean Dr. Ramón Fuentes-Fernández and an UFRO’s 
postgraduate student, Mr. Alain Arias-Betancurt. 

mailto:gabriel.fonseca@ufrontera.cl
mailto:gabriel.fonseca@ufrontera.cl
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Supporting the UFRO’s Master of 

Odontology 

Dr. Thevissen has been accredited 

Visiting Professor  and co-promotor of 

research in the Master Programme 

Forensic Odontology at UFRO since 

August 2018. Prof. Thevissen provided 

an incredible support to the tutorial and 

calibration of the program. It 

complemented the previous visit of 

UFRO students to the KU Leuven in 

October 2018. The presence of the 

Belgian academic in Temuco also 

allowed strengthening the links 

between both institutions, through 

meetings with the UFRO authorities, 

Rector Dr. Eduardo Hebel Weiss, Vice-

Rector for Research and Postgraduate 

Dr. Renato Hunter, Director of 

International Cooperation Dr. Pamela 

Leal Rojas, Dean of the Faculty of 

Dentistry Dr. Ramón Fuentes Fernández 

and Director of the Postgraduate and 

Research Office Dr. Gabriel M. Fonseca. 

These meetings helped to highlight the 

agreements already in force between 

the two universities, taking the 

intentions of generating and continuing 

joint programs even further. 

 

Workshop “Dental age estimation” 

On December 5th  in the facilities of the 

Faculty of Dentistry at the UFRO, this 8-

hour workshop was attended by 

researchers and students from CIO, and 

specially invited academics from the 

University of Chile, the National 

University of Cordoba and the Catholic 

University of Cordoba, both last from 

Argentina. This activity offered 

attendees practical age estimation tools 

and a basis for research in the area, 

undoubtedly a line of cutting-edge 

research, but deepening it from a 

scientific perspective. Dr. Thevissen 

demonstrated that there are no borders 

for science and that it is time to start 

speaking common languages when 

odontology seeks to solve legal 

problems.  

 

Figure 2 Dr. Patrick Thevissen opening the 
Dental Age Estimation Workshop at the UFRO, 
in Temuco (Chile). 

 

Conference at the 4th Meeting of 

Dental Research JIO 2019 

With the lecture “Forensic Odontology: 

Perspectives from the KU Leuven”, Dr. 

Thevissen opened this prestigious 

Chilean  scientific dentistry activity. The 

Belgian academic contextualized both 

pre-graduate and post-graduate 

education at his university, as well as 

services to the community and 

developed plus future research 

projects. Prof. Thevissen actively 

participated in the entire development 

of the meeting, and he was honored 

guest at the Second Meeting of 

Graduates of the Master’s program of 

Odontology implemented in the 

framework of the event. 
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IOFOS/SOFIA 

The visit of Prof. Patrick Thevissen to 

Latin America, was also fruitful to 

strengthen the connections between 

IOFOS and SOFIA (Sociedad de 

Odontoestomatólogos Forenses 

Iberoamericanos). Prof Patrick 

Thevissen is member of the IOFOS 

board and Prof. Gabriel Fonseca is 

president of SOFIA. SOFIA is a forensic 

odontologic society with members from 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 

Figure 3 Participants attending the Dental Age Estimation Workshop at the UFRO, Temuco, 
Chile. 

Figure 4 Dr. Patrick Thevissen presenting his  lecture “Forensic Odontology: Perspectives 
from the KU Leuven” at the 4th Meeting of Dental Research -JIO 2019. 
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Colombia, Dominican Republic, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Spain, 

Peru, United States and Venezuela. 

With the patronage of IOFOS for this 

event, SOFIA will seek to strengthen its  

 

position in Latin America as a scientific 

benchmark and as a safeguard of the 

long-awaited standards in this side of 

the world.   

 

 

Figure 5 Participants in the Second Meeting of Graduates of the Master’s Program of 
Odontology. 
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he International Conference of 

Forensic Odontology and Child 

Abuse (ICFO 2019) organized at 

King George’s Medical University 

(KGMU) from 31st July to 3rd August 

2019 in association of IAOMP (Indian 

Association of Oral & Maxillofacial 

Pathologists) & other knowledge 

partners AFOHR (Association Forensic 

Odontology for Human Rights), INPAFO 

(Indo-Pacific Academy of Forensic 

Odontology), SPIC (Society for 

Prevention of Injuries & Corporal 

Punishment). This conference was 

gathering of experts of various 

fraternities from 10 countries across 

world, expressed their views, research 

work and discussed future work on the 

subject of forensic odontology and child 

abuse. Apart from the conference 6 pre-

conference workshops, scientific 

sessions and cultural competitions were 

conducted. 

It was organized by Forensic 

Odontology Unit, Department of Oral 

Pathology & Microbiology, Faculty of 

Dental Sciences under the guidance of 

Prof. Dr. Shaleen Chandra and Prof. Dr. 

Shalini Gupta. They put their heart and 

soul into the success of this conference. 

Dr. Shalini Gupta with her team led this 

conference to a great success. 

Day 1 of the conference was dedicated 

to 2 pre-conference workshops at 

KGMU titled as DVI Lecture & 

Perspective of Experiences on Practice 

Field (Conducted by Dr. Emilio Nuzzoles 

- Italy & others), and Pixel-scopic 

Analysis- A Workshop on Morphometric 

Analysis in Research  

Another workshop conducted on Dental 

Skills In Dvi (conducted by Dr. Selina 

Leow & Dr. John Berkata - Australia) at 

different venue Saraswati Dental 

College. 

Three workshops were conducted 

simultaneously on second day of the 

conference namely Workshop on DVI 

Procedures with Interpol Guide with 

Hands On (conducted by Dr. Evi Untoro 

- Indonesia & others), 3D SCANING and 

PRINTING and Child Protection 

Workshop for Health Professionals 

(conducted by Dr. Hani Jahshan – 

Jordan) were organized. It is one of its 

kind conferences conducted in India 

Last 2 days were reserved for scientific 

sessions where delegates from round 

T 

   

Shalini Gupta 

Organizing 

Secretary (ICFO) 

Department of Oral 

Pathology & 

Microbiology, 

Faculty of Dental 

Sciences, King 

George’s Medical 

University, Lucknow, 

India 

ifo.lucknow2019@g

mail.com    

 

Nadeem Jeddy 

Hon. Secretary, 

Indian Association 

of Oral & 

Maxillofacial 

Pathologists 

(IAOMP) 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE OF FORENSIC 

ODONTOLOGY AND CHILD 

ABUSE (ICFO 2019)  

mailto:ifo.lucknow2019@gmail.com
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the globe, expert in their field expressed 

their views on the theme of the 

conference along with active 

participation and interactive audience 

led this conference towards a great end. 

Some of the highlights of conference 

were: 

• 11 international speakers 

• International delegates conducting 

workshops 

• Over 100 scientific paper and poster 

• 6 different pre conference 

workshops 

Day 3 and 4 were reserved for the 

scientific sessions. The scientific 

sessions along with cultural events was 

participated by huge number of 

participants. The competitions included 

poster and oral presentation, Rangoli, 

documentary, soap carving and e-

poster presentations. With active 

participation and enthusiasm of the 

faculty as well as students makes it a 

colossal success. The last ceremony of 

the last day was the valedictory 

ceremony where all the speakers and 

winners of all the cultural and scientific 

competitions were awarded by the 

esteemed faculty. Ending the 4-day 

conference with great energy and a 

reality check about the society and 

where the future of this country is 

heading. With this IAOMP cancer 

awareness torch rally was organized. 

The conference provided an overview 

into the importance of forensic 

odontology with emphasis on latest 

trends. The outcome of the conference 

was that we need to revise the laws 

against the child abuse and it should be 

redefined with modern definition 

including cyber bullying. Whereas India 

still needs to establish strict laws along 

with classes to help the children 

suffering from child abuse. While in the 

context of forensic odontology it was 

established that India still needs to work 

in this field to reach the world 

standards. 
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his year's annual meeting of the 

German Academy of Forensic 

Odonto-Stomatology took place 

on 26th October again traditionally in 

Mainz. As a cultural entry into the 

conference, the Vicepresident of the 

AKFOS, Dr. Dr. Claus Grundmann from 

Moers, had organized a tour of the 

tower through the Catholic parish 

church of St. Stephan the day before the 

conference. The church is famous for its 

nine windows designed by Marc 

Chagall, in which scenes from the Old 

Testament are portrayed. An 

impressive experience was the sight of 

the dusk shining through the church 

windows accompanied by organ music. 

Congress opening and address of 

welcome by the President of the AKFOS, 

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Lessig from 

Halle/Saale, was followed by Prof. Dr. 

Thomas Riepert from Mainz who gave 

this year's opening lecture on the topic: 

"Teeth of the Living and the Dead – 

View of a Medical Examiner". Prof. Dr. 

Riepert illuminated own identification 

cases, among others a house fire that 

occurred in 2008 in Ludwigshafen and 

resulted in a total of 9 deaths and 60 

partially serious injuries. The house fire 

became a political event because the 

fire victims, four women and five 

children, were exclusively Turks or 

Turkish-born Germans. Another 

interesting case was the murder of a 

young woman who was found stabbed 

to death. The offence was legally 

considered to be a less serious case of 

manslaughter and subsequently led to a 

tightening of the sentence to up to 10 

years imprisonment in the German 

case-law. A rare autopsy finding, but all 

the more time-saving, was the 

identification of a man who had his 

initials on a gold crown.    

The main topics of this year's 

presentation of the Identification 

Commission (IDKO) of the Federal 

Criminal Police Office (BKA) from 

Detective Chief Inspector Thorsten 

T 

   

Ruediger Lessig 

University Hospital 

Halle (Saale) 

Institute of Legal 

Medicine 

Franzosenweg 1 

06112 Halle (Saale); 

Germany 

ruediger.lessig@uk-halle.de    
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Seppel were the bus accident on 

Madeira and the plane crash of a Boeing 

from Ethiopian-Airlines. On 17th April 

2019 occured a bus accident with a 

German tour group on board on the 

Portuguese holiday island Madeira. The 

bus had fallen down an embankment 

after coming off the road in a bend. Of 

the 56 people on the bus, 29 Germans 

died. Cooperation with the Portuguese 

authorities and medical examiners 

worked very well. Only the AM team in 

Wiesbaden had to contend with the fact 

that the last dentists treating were 

either difficult to reach (the accident 

had occurred shortly before the Easter 

weekend) or due to the reference to the 

dental confidentiality obligation, dental 

records were available late. The crash of 

an Ethiopian airplane occurred on 10th 

March 2019. The plane was on his way 

from the capital Addis Ababa to Nairobi 

(Kenya). All 149 passengers, including 5 

Germans and 8 crew members, were 

killed. The biggest challenge for the 

members of the German Identification 

Commission were the desolate hygienic 

conditions on site.  

Prof. Dr. Christian Gernhardt from 

Halle/Saale gave a well-received lecture 

entitled "Dental medicine in court – 

what can be reported from an expert's 

point of view?". In the past especially 

surgical-implantological cases 

concerned the dental experts, with 

mainly nerve injuries or poorly fitting 

dental prostheses in the foreground. 

Nowadays also endodontic treatment 

cases are increasing with issues related 

to broken or fractured teeth, such as 

tooth preservation, assessment of the 

time of extraction or the avoidability of 

recurrences. Typical endodontic expert 

cases are flushing accidents, which can 

lead to massive soft tissue emphysema, 

whereby there would be high 

uncertainties in the aftercare of the 
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patients according to Prof. Dr. 

Gernhardt. A common source of error in 

endodontic treatments are remaining, 

breaking root canal instruments, which 

is a typical complication and is not a 

problem, as long as the patient has 

been properly informed about it. In the 

case of treatment error assessments, 

the professionally recognised standard 

must always be taken into account at 

the respective time of treatment; e.g. 

until a few years ago it was sufficient to 

close a root canal to the apical third, 

currently a root canal filling must reach 

to the apical endpoint. 

Dr. Dr. Jean-Marc Hutt from Strasbourg 

gave an overview presentation on "Bus 

accidents in France from a forensic 

odontological point of view". On 31 July 

1982, two school buses were on their 

way to Savoy when it came to a bus 

accident in Beaune. In rainy weather 

and on narrow roads, two cars overtook 

the buses in a risky overtaking 

manoeuvre. A braking manoeuvre by 

the front bus resulted in a mass collision 

that claimed 53 lives. As a result of the 

accident, the safety regulations for 

buses have been tightened and to this 

day a maximum speed of 110 km/h 

applies on French motorways in rainy 

weather. Another case was the bus 

accident in Vizille on 22 July 2007. A bus 

packed with Polish pilgrims passes a 

winding section of the french Alps, 

which is closed to bus traffic. This 

particular section of the road is famous 

and notorious in France because there 

have been fatal bus accidents here for 

decades. The last section of the route 

the bus failed to brake, it broke through 

a guardrail and crashed into a ravine. 26 

people died, 24 were injured. This case 

was particularly difficult for the French 

Identification Team because the 

antemortal dental status was written in 

the so-called "Haderup nomenclature" 

and the Polish dental records had to be 

translated first.   

Prof. Dr. Tore Solheim from Oslo gave a 

lecture entitled "Quality Assurance in 

forensic odontological order and 

report" on quality standards in forensic 

odontology reports. In addition to 

personal advice from his long-term 

experience as a forensic dentist and 

member of the Norwegian DVI team, 

Prof. Solheim gave a good overview of 

the current literature in particular 

according to the recommendations of 

the International Organization for 

Odonto-Stomatology (IOFOS) and the 

current Interpol standards. He also 

recommended to orientate to medico-

legal reports, which he considers to be 

ideal examples, starting at the recording 

and documentation of general 

information and background up to the 

detailed report with a final reference to 

the literature used. He showed case 

studies from the tsunami operation in 

Thailand in 2004/5 to illustrate good 

and bad examples of forensic-

odontological documentation.   

Following his presentation, Prof. Dr. 

Tore Solheim was honored by the 

AKFOS Board for his life's work, having 

already been appointed an honorary 

member of the AKFOS in 2017. The 

native Norwegian, who by the way 

speaks fluent German himself, has been 

closely associated with the German 

Academy of Forensic Odonto-

Stomatology for many years, and with 
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numerous well-founded oral 

presentations from the field of forensic 

odontology he has repeatedly made a 

scientific contribution to the annual 

AKFOS-meetings. 

The transcript writer of the AKFOS Dr. 

Rebecca Wagner from Jena reported 

about her participation in the 4th 

International IOFOS Course on 

Longyearbyen, Spitsbergen in late 

February. The course was organized by 

Prof. Tore Solheim from Norway 

together with Prof. Håkan Mörnstad 

from Sweden and Assoc. Prof. Svend 

Richter from Iceland. Two workshop 

modules were offered within the 

programme. A five-day Disaster Victim 

Identification (DVI) training course and 

a two-day training course in medical age 

estimation. The organization and the 

content of the workshops were 

outstanding and had deeply impressed 

her. In a picture-rich lecture she gave an 

impression what it means to adapt to 

the Arctic weather with temperatures 

between -22 and -26°C and to move on 

polar bear territory. Highlights of the 

course were an all-day snowmobile 

tour, a dog sled ride and the sighting of 

the auroras. 

The Secretary of the AKFOS, Dr. Monika 

Bjelopavlovic from Mainz, presented 

together with Detective Chief 

Superintendent Susanne Franke-

Schmitgen an identification case from 

the Mainz Institute of Legal Medicine. A 

skeletonized female body with its lower 

jaw was found on    August 2016. The 

lower jaw showed no special 

stomatological features. The autopsy 

did not reveal any clues to third-party 

involvement. It was not until April 2019 

that the associated skull was recovered 

near a fox`s den. The upper jaw then 

provided the crucial clues for a secure 

identification with individual 

characteristics in the form of gold 

crowns, a characteristic gap closure of 

the upper jaw front and a rather rarely 

used inlay bridge. Once the identity had 

been established, the subsequent 

investigative work finally considered a 

suicide. 

At the end of the scientific programme, 

the Vicepresident of the AKFOS, Dr. Dr. 

Claus Grundmann from Moers, gave a 

lecture on the topic "Forensic Dentistry 

– what is that", giving exciting insights 

into the wide field of forensic dentistry, 

starting with dental identification, on 

dental expertise in the context of 

forensic age estimation, interpretation 

of bite marks, Domestic violence as well 

as odontological accident 

reconstructions up to the assessment of 

dental malpractice. He also reported on 

his own assignments in the context of 

his work as a permanent member of the 

German Identification Team. 

At the subsequent member`s meeting, 

the President of the AKFOS Prof. Dr. 

Rüdiger Lessig spoke about the 

following key topics: DVI-Conference in 

Singapore, 11th German course of 

Forensic Odontostomatology with focus 

on dental identification in case of 

disaster, committee work in the 

German Society for Dental, Oral and 

Craniomandibular Sciences (DGZMK), 

the German Society of Legal Medicine 

(DGRM) and the International 

Organization for Forensic Odonto-

Stomatology (IOFOS). In this year's 

elections of the Forensic Sub-Groups 
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Leadership of the DVI Working Groups 

from Interpol, the President of the 

AKFOS Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Lessig was re-

elected as Vicepresident of the 

Odontology Working Group for the next 

2 years. From 2021-2023, he will take 

over as president. The first part of the 

German dental identification course in 

Halle could not be realized due to the 

double mission situation (see above the   

presentation of the Federal Criminal 

Police Office) of the Identification 

Commission (IDKO) this year, the 

second training part in Wiesbaden at 

the IDKO took place as planned. 

Dr. Florian Nippe from Cologne, 

webmaster of the AKFOS informed the 

members that he is working on a new 

website due to modernization efforts of 

the German Society for Dental, Oral and 

Craniomandibular Sciences (DGZMK). 

The 44th ANNUAL meeting of the 

AKFOS, to which we extend a warm 

invitation at this time, will take place on 

24.10.2020 at the University Hospital 

Mainz. 
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he International Summit on 

Humanitarian Forensics was 

planned to mark the first 

anniversary of the inauguration of 

World’s first International Centre for 

Humanitarian Forensics (ICHF), a joint 

initiative of Gujarat Forensic Sciences 

University (GFSU) in collaboration with 

the International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC) Regional Delegation for 

India, Bhutan, Nepal and the Maldives. 

The theme of the summit was 

transversality of humanitarian forensics 

in meeting family and community needs 

across relevant contexts globally. The 

summit was aimed at discussing topical 

cross-cutting forensic and related issues 

of local relevance to India and of global 

importance about Humanitarian 

Forensics. 

The key objective of was to create 

awareness on the application of 

forensic sciences to humanitarian 

purposes and to rally local and 

international support in addressing the 

needs of the vulnerable and victims of 

man-made and natural disasters or 

emergencies about dignified 

management of the dead and related 

forensic issues for the living in relevant 

contexts. The summit brought together 

key local and international stakeholders 

and actors to address contemporary 

challenges on the management of the 

dead and related forensic issues either 

in the aftermath of disasters or in the 

context of armed conflict or migration 

deaths.  

Few international and national forensic 

experts deliberated on the following 

topics: 

• India Leading the Frontiers of 

Institutionalization of Humanitarian 

Forensics and the Essence of Global 

Support and Collaboration, Dr J. M. 

Vyas, Director General of GFSU 

• Institutional and Inter-

organizational Collaborations on 

Humanitarian Forensics at Local and 

International Platforms, Dr Oran 

Finegan, Head of Forensic Unit, ICRC 

Geneva 

• Defining Humanitarian Forensics as a 

Distinct Discipline for Humanitarian 

Purposes, Prof Stephen Cordner, 

Head, International Programmes, 

Victorian Institute of Forensic 

Medicine, Melbourne, Australia 

T 
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• Role of Central Forensic Institutes 

and Regional networking , Dr Panjai 

Woharndee, Vice Chairperson 

APMLA, Central Institute of Forensic 

Science, Ministry of Justice of 

Thailand  

• Anthropology and Humanitarian 

Forensics, Douglas H. Ubelaker, 

Curator and senior scientist, Division 

of Physical Anthropology, National 

Museum of Natural History, 

Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, DC 

and many more... 

National forensic odontology experts 

Dr. Ashith Acharya, Hon. Secretary, 

IAFO (Indian Association of Forensic 

Odontology), Dr. Hemalatha Pandey, 

Forensic Odontology Expert, KEM 

Hospital, Mumbai, Dr. Shalini Gupta, 

Professor, Dept. of Oral Pathology, 

KGMC, Lucknow also actively 

participated in the discussion of 

humanitarian forensic odontology. The 

summit was also attended by 20 

students of M.Sc. Forensic Odontology 

who had an opportunity to take part in 

all the technical sessions, where they 

also interacted to more than 70 forensic 

pathologists of the country and 

attempted to draw latitude of 

understanding and approach to 

contemporary issues on the use of 

forensic odontology for humanitarian 

purposes, both for the dead and the 

living. 
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ental information is one of the 

most used data for identifying 

human remains when visual 

recognition is no longer conceivable or 

appropriate. The comparison of dental 

data represents in fact, one of the 

primary methods suggested by Interpol, 

and is also used in the identification of 

victims of Mass Disasters.  

Dental records and dental 

data held on the missing 

person represent a 

precious source of 

individualizing information 

that should be shared with 

forensic operators and 

police agencies when 

reporting the 

disappearance, also 

through a later adjunct report. 

Families and relatives could hold 

sources of individualizing information of 

a dental nature of the missing person, 

which often risk being undervalued. 

Hence, the idea of the new 

international information campaign 

which is called iDENTIFYme 

iDENTIficami iDENTIficame 

iDENTIfiermoi iDENTIfifiziertmich, 

ف َعرَّ
َ
ة عىل الت خص هِويَّ

ّ
الش  promoted by the 

Human Identification Laboratory of the 

University of Turin and presented at the 

Humanitarian Forensic Action (HFA) 

Conference in Coimbra, Portugal, 27-29 

of November 2019.  

This information campaign aims at 

raising awareness amongst the public 

and the authorities of 

the phenomenon of 

missing persons and on 

the need for a more 

timely process of 

identifying unidentified 

bodies. The information 

campaign already 

available in several 

languages (including 

Italian, English, 

Portuguese, Hindi and Arabic). Here the 

link for the English version:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o

6EGRdRzDrQ&t=4s  

For years I have been emphasizing the 

importance of an oral autopsy to collect 

dental data in order to arrive at a 

speedy and effective identification and 

respect of the human rights of the dead. 
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Emilio Nuzzolese 
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Equally important, 

for the 

comparison of 

data, is the 

collection of 

dental 

information on 

the missing 

person. The 

iDENTIficami 

(iDENTIYme) 

information campaign will help families 

and relatives to identify other possible 

sources of information useful for 

personal recognition, in combination 

with the initial disappearance report. 

The aim is to amass a collection of 

photos depicting the smile, of sports 

mouthguards, of bite plates for 

bruxism, of old radiographs and old 

mobile orthodontic or 

retainer devices, that 

the forensic dentist will 

be able to convert into 

valuable individualizing 

data.  

For the same reason my 

Panoramic OPG is now 

available in my social 

media profiles. 

Our hope is rescue and find the missing, 

but also identify the deceased. Follow, 

share, comment on Facebook 

@dentalforidentification & Twitter 

@identifyme6.   
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Dear Colleagues, 

I welcome you on behalf of the 

Organizing and Scientific Committee of 

the upcoming Triennial IOFOS Congress 

of Forensic Odonto-Stomatology.  

The Congress will be held in Dubrovnik, 

Croatia from 9 to 11 September 2020. 

The Congress will be co-organized by 

the School of Dental Medicine, 

University of Zagreb and the Croatian 

Society of Forensic Stomatologists. 

In addition to scientific and professional 

presentations in the form of oral and 

poster presentations, the congress is 

preceded by several half-day workshops 

intended primarily for students but also 

for all other interested participants. 

Several social gatherings are also 

planned, such as Welcome reception, 

sightseeing of the Old town, Gala dinner 

and a day trip to the peninsula Pelješac 

with a variety of food and wine flavors. 

Below you can find information about 

the most important dates for your 

abstract submission and registration. 

The registration fee will be set at the 

beginning of the next fiscal year and will 

be divided into three categories: 

national representatives and forensic 

odontologists, students, and 

accompanying persons. 

Triennial IOFOS Congress of 

Forensic Odonto-Stomatology 

September 9th – 11th, 2020, Dubrovnik, Croatia 

President of the Congress 
Hrvoje Brkić (Croatia) 
 
IOFOS Executive 
Hrvoje Brkić (Croatia) 
Rüdiger Lessig (Germany) 
Ricardo Henrique Alves da 
Silva (Brazil) 
Vilma Pinchi (Italy) 
Patric Thevissen (Belgium) 
Stefano Garatti (Italy) 
 
Editor of the IOFOS 
Newsletter 
Marin Vodanović (Croatia) 

Organization committee 
Jelena Dumančić (Croatia) 
Ivan Galić (Croatia) 
Stefano Garatti (Italy) 
Vedrana Petrovečki 
(Croatia) 
Ivana Savić Pavičin (Croatia) 
Zrinka Tarle (Croatia) 
Marin Vodanović (Croatia) 

Scientific Committee 
Kurt Alt (Germany) 
Ricardo Henrique Alves da 
Silva (Brazil) 
John Berketa (Australia) 
Herman Bernitz (South 
Africa) 
Roberto Cameriere (Italy) 
Ivana Čuković-Bagić 
(Croatia) 
Rüdiger Lessig (Germany) 
Cristiana Palmela Pereira 
(Portugal) 
Vilma Pinchi (Italy) 
Svend Richter (Island) 
Tore Solheim (Norway) 
Patrick Thevissen (Belgium) 
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We look forward to your arrival and to 

making IOFOS bigger and stronger! 

Professor Hrvoje Brkić, president of 

IOFOS  

 

IOFOS 

Forensic odonto-stomatology is a small 

but very significant multidisciplinary 

field comprising Odontology and 

Medicine as part of the natural sciences 

and Law as part of the social sciences. 

The Federation Dentaire Internationale 

(FDI) has been responsible for the 

international promotion of Forensic 

odonto-stomatology since 1968, as it 

has included this area of dentistry in all 

FDI activities. According to the 

recommendation given by the 

Federation Dentaire Internationale, 

Forensic odonto-stomatology is listed 

as a stand-alone course in the curricula 

of Dental Schools around the world, and 

students of major dental schools 

acquire certain knowledge and skills in 

the field of Forensic odonto-

stomatology. 

It was the beginning of the 1970s that 

led to the popularization of Forensic 

odonto-stomatology at colleges, which 

is why, in addition to educational 

activities, the research activities of 

teachers and students in the field of 

Forensic odonto-stomatology began. A 

few years after the decision of the FDI 

to include Forensic odonto-stomatology 

in its regular activities, the pioneers of 

Forensic Odontology at the 

International Organization for Forensic 

Odonto-Stomatology (IOFOS) met to 

organize themselves. They have 

decided to use well-defined, deliberate 

ways of working that are well-aligned 

with the objectives. Besides, they 

elected Professor Gustafson from the 

University of Gothenburg, Sweden as 

the first president of IOFOS. Over the 

past half-century, the IOFOS has 

prospered and grown into a strong 

international organization with goals 

pursued by all past presidents: to 

provide a liaison between societies of 

(legal) forensic odontology on a global 

basis, to promote goodwill, 

advancement and research in forensic 

odontology, to publish a newsletter on 

a regular basis. 

With all these goals, over the years, the 

IOFOS has initiated the publishing of the 

scientific Journal of Forensic Odonto-

Stomatology (JFOS). Since 2017 the 

IOFOS has been the organizer of major 

international conferences that have 

been held independently under the 

patronage of IOFOS at various world 

destinations. 

Dubrovnik 

George Bernard Shaw was enchanted 

by this beautiful city, about which he 

said “those who seek paradise on Earth 

should come to Dubrovnik”, as well as, 

famously, describing it as “the pearl of 

the Adriatic”. It really is a stunning city 

with an amazing Old Town, which 

became a UNESCO World Heritage site 

in 1979. 

But whatever we and others say, our 

words do not give justice to the beauty 

of this dazzling place. Therefore, come 

soon and see it! As mentioned, the Old 

Town and its many sights (including the 
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well-preserved city walls along which 

you can walk) is one of the top 

attractions here. The Old Town is also 

famous for Stradun, the main 

thoroughfare – one of the greatest 

pleasures for many visitors is to have a 

drink in one of the nearby cafes and 

watch the world go by, whilst they 

themselves are being watched by the 

city patron, St. Blaise, or Sveti Vlaho as 

the locals call him. 

If you are visiting it during the summer 

months, do not miss the world-

renowned Dubrovnik Summer Festival, 

with music, theatre and dance 

performances. Apart from the unique 

architecture, Dubrovnik is located by 

the crystal clear sea and surrounded by 

amazing countryside making it a unique 

city and the perfect place for touring, 

vacationing, sightseeing and congress 

tourism. 

Date and Venue 

September 9th – 11th, 2020  

The University of Dubrovnik, 29 

Branitelja Dubrovnika Street, 20000 

Dubrovnik 

University of Zagreb - Center for 

Advanced Academic Studies (CAAS), 4 

Frane Bulića Street, 20000 Dubrovnik 

 

Included in registration  

• Welcome reception 

• Each participant receives a 

university textbook Forensic 

Odonto-Stomatology in English 

(international authors), 

• Congress bag with a ceramic mug 

• Certificate of Attendance 

• Abstracts will be printed in the 

Congress book abstracts and in the 

indexed journal JFOS, 

• Food, drink and refreshments are 

included in the registration fee, 

• Guided tour of Old Dubrovnik  

• Student registration fees. 

 

Workshop 1: Human Identification by 

Comparative Dental Analysis in 

Disaster Victim Identification 

Cristiana Palmela Pereira & Ricardo 

Henrique Alves da Silva; University of 

Lisbon & University of Sao Paulo 

The establishment of positive 

identification of unknown human 

remains by comparative dental analysis 

requires the submission of supporting 

documentation from the dental 

provider (s) who treated the patient, 

the missing person, as well as careful 

documentation of the unidentified 

remains. Human Identification by 

dental analysis is the comparison of oral 

maxillofacial structures. The procedures 

to reconcile this information (e.g., 

radiographs, charts, and progress 

notes) have been outlined by numerous 

forensic organizations including the 

International Organization of Forensic 

Odonto-Stomatology (IOFOS), 

American Board of Forensic Odontology 

(ABFO), British Association of Forensic 

Odontology (BAFO), Interpol’s DVI 

Steering Committee Forensic 

Odontology Subcommittee as well as 

many others. The consequences of 

misidentification can have emotional 

and legal ramifications well beyond a 
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specific case. Thus, using the proper 

method and procedure for such 

method(s) of human identification is of 

the utmost importance. Dental 

identification is the most common 

method of identifying human remains 

that are decomposed, burned, 

fragmented, or skeletonized. This 

identification is accomplished by 

conducting a thorough postmortem 

dental examination, the collection of 

antemortem dental and medical 

records, and the comparison of the 

postmortem evidence using the 

antemortem record. It is imperative 

that the proper procedures be followed, 

and that meticulous attention is paid to 

the detail of the postmortem 

examination and comparison to the 

antemortem dental record. 

  

Workshop 2: Bite mark analysis: 

understanding the concepts of 3D 

pattern fit and addressing the realities 

of warping and distortion 

Herman Bernitz, University of Pretoria 

The workshop will address the practical 

aspects of bite mark analysis. It will 

address the issues of macroscopic and 

microscopic 3D pattern fit, both digitally 

and with the help of models. It will show 

how to capture the suspect’s bite in 

order to perform a one-on-one analysis 

with the bite mark evidence.  The 

importance of weighting dental 

features within a specific population 

will be addressed with relevant case 

studies.  All aspects of warping, 

shrinkage and distortion will be 

explained in the context of giving expert 

witness in court cases related to bite 

marks. The difference in analysis 

techniques between skin bite marks 

and those found in inanimate objects 

will be discussed and demonstrated. 

The interrelationship between 

microscopic analysis and the 

uniqueness of the dentition will be dealt 

with.  The participants will be assisted in 

practicing the relevant techniques.    

 

Workshop 3: AgEstimation project 

Roberto Cameriere, University of 

Macherata 

Age estimation is one of the most 

important problems both in forensic 

and anthropology matters. Teeth are 

the body parts most commonly used for 

age determination. The apposition of 

secondary dentine has been particularly 

used, especially in recent years. 

Previous studies have focused on the 

use of canines. The workshop will 

explain the techniques of the 

AgEstimation project and the results 

obtained. All methods based on the use 

of teeth will be illustrated. Participants 

will have the opportunity to evaluate 

both the techniques for assessing age in 

children by studying the open apices of 

the lower teeth. The probability to 

know if a subject is an 18 year- old 

person by the third molar will be 

examined as well as the study of the 

relationship between the pulp and apex 

of the canine in adults. The workshop 

will be prodromal for subsequent 

practical meetings. 
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Workshop 4: Application of artificial 

intelligence in forensic dentistry 

Marin Vodanović and Marko Subašić 

University of Zagreb 

This workshop will be divided into two 

parts. The first part of the workshop will 

provide a brief overview of current 

methods for an age and sex estimation 

in adults by orthopantomograms and 

present the possibilities of application 

of artificial intelligence in forensic 

dentistry for this purpose. In the second 

part of the workshop, participants will 

estimate the age and sex of adults on 

the orthopantomograms using 

anthropological parameters, and a 

specially developed software for the 

age and sex estimation powered by 

artificial inteligence. The workshop will 

be held in collaboration with associates 

from the Faculty of Electrical 

Engineering and Computing, University 

of Zagreb. 

 

Workshop 5: ASUDAS scoring system – 

the application of tooth morphology in 

ancestry estimation 

Jelena Dumančić and Ivana Savić 

Pavičin, University of Zagreb 

Tooth morphology is an element of 

human dentition that is largely a 

reflection of the genetic background. 

Variations in tooth morphology reflect 

evolutionary changes while in living 

populations a pattern of geographic 

variation can be observed, according to 

which we can draw conclusions about 

the history of a particular population 

and about ethnicity. The Arizona State 

University Dental Anthropology System 

(ASUDAS) is designed to allow an 

objective analysis of key morphological 

features of human dentition. It consists 

of plaster tiles with a 3D representation 

of dental features in gradation from 

minimum to maximum expression. 

Except for living populations, the 

method is applicable to fossil hominids 

and to human skeletal populations. As 

of 2016, the r-ASUDAS web application 

is available which enables the 

classification of individuals into 

biogeographic groups based on the 

frequencies of crown and root 

characteristics. Accuracy ranges from 

57 to 92 per cent, and the database is 

updated. The ASUDAS thus becomes 

applicable in forensic dentistry in 

ancestry estimation. The workshop will 

comprise an introduction to the 

ASUDAS system and an analysis of 

dental crown morphology on dental 

casts. 

 

Workshop 6: How to write and publish 

articles in forensic odontology  

Vilma Pinchi, University of Florence 

Forensic odontology is a vast discipline 

that extends beyond the core activities 

of body identification, DVI, dental age 

estimation and bitemark, to include 

dental traumas connected with crimes 

(domestic violence, torture, etc.) up to 

legislation, ethics and medico-legal 

issues in dentistry. Therefore, the 

research in forensic odontology can 

encompass qualitative and quantitative 

research, experimental or test studies, 

case reports, but also comments on 
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laws, judge’s sentences or ethical 

issues. Successful publishing of studies 

is vital for researchers, especially when 

coming from an academic environment. 

Very few international journals are 

exclusively dedicated to forensic 

odontology which has a section or is one 

of the publishing topics in other 

journals. The main ranking indexes for 

the most relevant journals that deal 

with forensic odontology will be 

discussed.  The most critical issues 

connected with submission, revision 

and editing processes will be discussed 

in order to provide some hints to 

submitters. A preliminary correct 

selection of the journals possibly 

interested to publish the research 

should steer the article preparing and 

might represent the key point of the 

fateful acceptation of the submission. 

The revision comments should be the 

best chance to improve research, but 

when the process looms extremely hard 

for both sides, the editor/reviewers and 

authors, the key question is if it is worth.  

The success of a published article in 

indexed journals rests on citations that 

measure the spreading among the 

scientific community, hence the title 

and keywords should be correctly 

focused. 
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With the patronage of IOFOS 

Aim of the course:  

• To enable the dentist to participate 

in/perform a post-mortem dental 

examination 

• To enable the dentist to structure 

ante-mortem dental records 

according to the needs in relation to 

an identification  

• To enable the dentist to participate 

in the comparison of ante- and 

post-mortem dental data and in the 

establishment of a dental identity. 

• To provide insight into the role of 

the forensic odontologist in a DVI 

(disaster victim identification) team 

• To provide an introduction 

tosoftware (DVI5) used for 

information registration, search 

and comparisonsof data following 

disasters with a large number of 

victims.  

Course structure: 

Interaction between lectures covering 

the theoretical background, and hands-

on exercises including PM-examination 

and registrations, AM-registrations, and 

a mock-accident providing introduction 

to data entry, search strategies in DVI5 

software system and the reconciliation 

process.  

Special topics:  

PM-examination; PM radiology, clinical 

photography, special investigations; 

AM-registrations; Aspects of age 

estimation; Anthropological aspects of 

identification; Introduction to other 

primary identifiers (fingerprints, DNA); 

DVI principles;reconciliation and 

conclusion; DVI,major accidents; 

Occupational aspects of forensic 

odontology; Short introduction to 

entomology in forensic sciences 

Participants:  

Dentists with special interest in Forensic 

Odontology, with or without previous 

knowledge and/or experience 

Language:  

English 

Panel of lecturers: 

All lecturers have in depth experience 

within the forensic odontology field, 

including engagement in national and 

international DVI-operations  

 

Course in Forensic 

Odontology: Disaster Victim 

Identification 

Aarhus University, March 16 to March 20, 2020 
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Course organiser:  

Dorthe Arenholt Bindslev, DDS, Ph.d., 

professor (forensic odontology), 

certified specialist in orthodontics; 

Aarhus University, Denmark, Dept. of 

Forensic Medicine; Chief Dental Officer 

in the Danish DVI-team; Email: 

dbindslev@forens.au.dk  

Co-organiser: 

Sigrid Kvaal, BDS, Dr. Odont., assoc. 

prof.; University of Oslo, Norway, 

Faculty of Dentistry, Institute of Clinical 

Dentistry; Chief Dental Officer in the 

Norwegian DVI-team; Email: 

s.i.kvaal@odont.uio.no  

Location:  

Aarhus University, Department of 

Forensic Medicine, Palle Juul-Jensens 

Boulevard 99, DK-8200 Aarhus N, 

Phone: +45 87167500; Fax: +45 

86125995; Email: forens@au.dk  

Further information and pre-

registration: 

Dorthe Arenholt Bindslev, DDS, Ph.d., 

professor (forensic odontology); Email: 

dbindslev@forens.au.dk  

 

Follow this link to the website of the 

course for more detailed information: 

https://forensic.au.dk/disaster-victim-

identification/  
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Leuven 

• Dating from the 9th century 
• Nearly 600 years old KU Leuven is the 

oldest Catholic University in the world 
still functioning.  

• Stella Artois still brewing in Leuven 
since 1708  

• In September the climate is mild 
• Population just over 100,000 
• Located 25km east of Brussels.  
• Ancient lanes are good for walking 

before relaxing in the outdoor cafes. 
• www.discoverleuven.com 

www.leuven.be. 

The Congress Venue 

The Faculty Club is situated 1.5 km from 
the centre of the city.  

It is located in a restored 13th-16th 
century building in a UNESCO world 
heritage site - the Great Beguinage 
(Groot Begijnhopf) of Leuven -. 
http://www.facultyclub.be/en/ 

Lectures, meetings and the Congress 
Dinner will be held in various rooms at 
this venue. 

Congress Dinner 
Friday 4 September 
Held at the Faculty Club.  

For More Information 

• on registration 
• updates on Call for Abstracts 
• details of contact people visit  
• to find out more about IDEALS 
• to join or renew membership 

 www.IDEALS.ac 

Ethical Issues 
 (a) patients with health disabilities and with disadvantages 
due to poverty and displacement. 
(b) risks for patients, dentists and the community arising 
from changes in communication and business practices. 
 

Legal Issues 
This session will engage in a broad range of issues 
between patients, dentists and the community including 
over-treatment, under-treatment and affordability of 
treatment. 
 

Dental Harm and Dental Insurance 
This session will present a series of case reports for 
discussion. 

 

Congress Fees 
Prior to July 15 2020  €450 
After July 15 2020  €525 
IDEALS Members  €380 
Students  €300 
Day registration is available 

Registration form: www.IDEALS.ac 
 

Welcoming Reception. 
Wednesday 2 September 



 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

F U TU R E  M E E TI NG S  

Newsletter of the INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION for FORENSIC ODONTO-STOMATOLOGY (IOFOS) 
Volume 41, Issue 2, December 2019 | www.iofos.eu 

35 

 

he Brazilian Meeting of Forensic 

Odontology is the largest and 

most important conference 

related to Forensic Dentistry in Brazil 

and this amazing event has been held 

on a biennial basis since 1992 and, in 

2020, next year, a new edition! 

The 15th Brazilian Meeting of Forensic 

Odontology (in Portuguese, 15o 

Congresso Brasileiro de Odontologia 

Legal) will be held in the beautiful city of 

Ribeirão Preto (São Paulo State), 300km 

from the city of São Paulo, from 8th to 

11th July, 2020. 

This edition of the Congress will be 

organized by the Brazilian Association 

of Forensic Odontology (ABOL) and 

Forensic Odontology at USP – School of 

Dentistry of Ribeirão Preto, and expects 

to host more than 300 attendees and 

around 100 speakers, including 

Brazilian and international 

undergraduate and graduate students, 

professors and professional in the 

different fields of Forensic Odontology. 

A lot of information and knowledge 

shared through theoretical lectures as 

well as practical courses and 

T 

  

Ricardo Henrique 

Alves da Silva 

President, 15th 

Brazilian Meeting of 

Forensic 

Odontology 

Chair, Forensic 

Odontology - USP - 

School of Dentistry 

of Ribeirão Preto, 

Brazil 

Secretary – IOFOS, 

2017-2020 

ricardohenrique@usp.br     

  

 

 

15th BRAZILIAN MEETING OF 

FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY 

July, 2020 in Ribeirão Preto, 

SP, Brazil! 

mailto:ricardohenrique@usp.br
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workshops, including international 

rooms, with presentations in Spanish 

and in English, combined with 

networking, cultural and social 

activities. It is a great opportunity to 

check what is new in Forensic 

Odontology and be in touch with 

professionals all over Brazil and other 

countries that work in Forensic 

Odontology and related fields. 

So, all the international community and 

IOFOS family are invited to join us in this 

amazing meeting. The registration will 

start next year and if you are interested 

to attend and need more information, 

feel free to contact us: 

ricardohenrique@usp.br – and, for all 

the updates and information, follow our 

social medias (all the information is 

published in Portuguese, English and 

Spanish): @cbol2020 on Instagram and 

Facebook. 

If you were expecting a good excuse to 

spend some time in Brazil and visit our 

wonderful country – this is your chance! 

Attend the 15th Brazilian Meeting of 

Forensic Odontology! You are welcome 

to Ribeirão Preto! You are welcome to 

Brazil! See you there!

 


